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Kuwaiti Crown 
Prince Saad. 
al-AbdoIlah 
al-Sabah (C) 
Was Greeted by 
Lebanese PM 
Hariri (L) Upon 
Arrival in 
Beirut Aug. 9 



Haitian Security 
Agent Examines 
Rifle Grenade 
Shells Found 
Near the 
Presidential 
Palace After 
Gunmen 
Attacked It 
Aug. 19 
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Niyazov Rafsanjani 

Niyazov and Velayati 
Speed up Cooperation 
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IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Ali- 
Akbar Velayati in Ashkhabad yes- 
terday, submitted a written 
message from President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani to his Turk- 
men counterpart. Saparraurat Ni- 
yazov. 

In a meeting yesterday, the two 
exchanged views on issues rele- 
vant to the Caspian Sea. and 
agreed on the convening of the 
Caspian Sea littoral states’ foreign 
ministerial session from Novem- 


ber 11-13, IRNA reported. 

They also discussed major re- 
gional issues and developments as 
well as comprehensive coopera- 
tion between Tehran and Ashk- 
habad in the economic, 
commercial and industrial 
spheres, including oil, gas and 

telecommunications. 

Also agreed upon was a series 
of talks for the execution of al- 
ready signed agreements and steps 
to ensure progress in bilateral ties. 

See Page 13 


ANKARA, TURKEY (AFP) - 
Turkey was yesterday anxiously 
eyeing heavy fighting between ri- 
val Kurds just over the border in 
neighboring Iraq fearing the 
bloodletting could spill over into 
its territory. 

"We want a rapid reconcili- 
ation between the warring par- 
ties," a government source said, 
asking to remain anonymous. 

Turkish authorities fear the 
clashes, which have ended ari 1 1- 
mcnth shaky cease-fire between 
the rival Patriotic Union of Kurd- 
istan (PUK) and the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP), could 
light the touchpaper for further 
troubles on their soil, the source 
added. 

Ankara has been waging a 
bloody 12-year campaign against 
separatist Turkish Kurds led by 
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) battling to set up a Kurdish 
homeland in southeast Anatolia. 

It has launched several incur- 
sions across the border into the 
Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq 
in a bid to wipe out PKK rear bases 



Talebani 

used to unleash attacks in Tur- 
key. 

The PUK, JetLby Jalal Talebani 
and the KDP, headed by Massud 
Barzani, have controlled northern 
Iraq since the aftermath of the 
1991 Persian Gulf War with inter- 
national backing and in defiance 
of Baghdad. 

But clashes flared in May 1994 
in rows over power-sharing and 
the distribution of vital tax reve- 
nues. which have left at least 
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Civilians 
Flee Grozny 
Fearing 
Russian 
Assault, 
r Yeltsin in 
Hospital 

GROZNY, RUSSIA (AFP) - 
Panic-stricken civilians fled- 
Grozny yesterday after the Rus- 
sian military command announced 
it would assault the Chechen capi- 
tal within 48 hours to drive out the 
rebels controlling most of the city 
center. - 

^.. Hundreds of civilians could be 
' seen traveling on foot or by car, 
weighed down with belongings, 
hurrying toward the outskirts of 
the devastated city. 

;« ^ -During the night Russian war- 
planes dropped about 40 bombs on 
jwp “residential districts of eastern 
■ Grozny - Mikrorayons One and 
3 TWq. 

.“ 'Russian artillery also bom- 
-. barded rebel positions in the dev- 
astated Chechen capital during the 
nighl and early yesterday, Gen. 
Jpnsiantin Pulikovsky. com- 
l&ander of Russian forces in 
iOMchnya, told Itar-Tass news 
-Agency* 

-^ "Russian artillery is accurately 
filing designated targets m 
^Grozny but aircraft are not being 
Pulikovsky said. 

A fragile truce which had hem 
:? ssx* last Wednesday broke down 
~3*t llie weekend despite continuing 
; peace -talks. 

■- > pulikovsky said yesterday that 
‘^ng force was the only way to 
■drive out the separatist fighters, 
who seized much of Grozny in a 
surprise offensive on August . 

Sec Page 13 
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Israel Alarmed Over Syria’s 
Military 


TEL AVIV, ISRAEL (AFP) - Is- 
rael raised the alarm yesterday 
over a Syrian test-firing of a long- 
range Scud C missile as Damascus 
warned that the Jewish state, with 
the peace process in deadlock, was 
preparing an attack. 

"If Syria wants to make peace 
with us, it must adopt a different 
tone from that of threats and mis- 
siles." said Foreign Minister 
David Levy. 

Israel’s Channel 2 television 
reported late Monday that Syria 
test-fired a Scud C with a range of 
600 kilometers (360 miles) capa- 
ble of hitting almost anywhere in 
the Jewish state. The tesi took 


place several weeks ago. 

Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordecbai, however, sought to 
play down the repons. "We have 
not noticed a change in Syrian 
policy. The Syrians have long had 
missiles and from time to time 
carry out exercises, " he said. 

Meanwhile, reports from Jeru- 
salem say Israel yesterday carried 
out its first test under battlefield 
conditions of a missile designed to 
shoot down incoming missiles, 
state radio said. In Damascus ai 
the same time, the ruling party’s 
newspaper Aih-Thawra warned 
that it was Israel which was pre- 
paring an attack on Syria, "with 


only the date yet to be fixed." 

"An Israeli auaCk on Syria can- 
not be ruled out," it said, in what 
was the most pointed warning 
from Damascus of armed conflict 
since righrwing Leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu took over as Israeli 
prime minister in June. 

An Israeli expen warned Sun- 
day that Netanyahu’s determina- 
tion to hold onto the Golan 
Heights, seized in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East War, had heightened the 
chances of a new conflict. 

The tension with Syria comes 
after Damascus rejected a "Leba- 
non-first" option put forward by 
See Page 13 



Tcha^ON- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu uses binoculare in 
MARJAYOUN, territories in South Lebanon during his first visit as Prime 


2.200 people dead and split the 
region into two. 

A fragile U.S. -brokered cease- 
fire agreed in September collapsed 
Saturday when heavy fighting 
erupted in northeastern Iraq. 

"Neither side knows the extent 
of their casualties but it is heavy 
fighting and there are victims from 
boLh sides." Fuad Masoum of the 
PUK leadership in northern Iraq 
told AFP Monday. 

"What the KDP wants is the 
capital Arbil. but we are lying in 
wait for them." he added. 

The PUK said Sunday that 1 1 
people had been killed and 40 
wounded in the fighting which 
erupted the previous day in north- 
eastern Iraq, while the U.N. said 
there were several dead and doz- 
ens wounded. 

The KDP’s spokesman in Lon- 
don. Dilshad Miran, said he 
blamed the PUK for the violence, 
saying it had "failed in its bid to 
take control of a strategic road 
linking the Iranian border to Sala- 
haddin, the KDP’s base." 

Turkish pro-‘slamic Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan dur- 
ing a visit to Tehran, called for 
four-way talks on the situation in 
northern Iraq between Turkey, 
Iran. Iraq and Syria. 

Bui the proposal ran up against 
stiff opposition from his Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller. 

Iran was also wary of sitting 
down to talks with its former foe 
Iraq. The two countries have still 
not completely restored ties since 
their 1980-1988 war. 

See Page 1 j 

More Attacks 
in Saudi 
Arabia Are 
inevitable 

NICOSIA, CYPRUS (AFP) - Ex- 
iled Saudi opposition leaders said 
yesterday they were convinced 
there would be more anti-Ameri- 
can atiaclss in Saudi Arabia, with 
one saying Saudi officials may 
also be hit. 

Saad al-Faqih. head of the Lon- 
don-based Movement for Islamic 
Reform in Arabia (MIRA), and 
Mohammad al-Massari, the head 
3 f the Committee for the Defense 
af Legitimate Rights (CDLR), 
both said more attacks were " in- 
evitable." 

Faqih added: "These attacks 
could hit American targets but 
also Saudi officials.” 

Saudi Arabia has many armed 
and well-organized young people 
who denounce their government 
as "illegitimate" and who are de- 
termined to expel U.S. troops 
from the kingdom which houses 
the holiest shrines in Islam. Faqih 
said. 

Both opposition leaders, who 
were reached at their headquarters 
in London, also insisted yesterday 
that Saudi Arabia, despite its de- 
See Page 13 



Leghari 


Leghari 
Dismisses 
Sanction 
Impact on 
Iran Gas Deal 

/RAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Iranian Oil Minister 
Gholamreza Aqazadeh. on his 
second day of a visit to Pakistan, 
met with Pakistani President 
Farooq Ahmed Leghari to pro- 
mote bilateral and trade relations 
in disregard of current U.S. sanc- 
tions against Iran. 

The two came to certain agree- 
ments regarding the construction 
of a refinery and the transfer of 
gas from Iran to Pakistan, Iranian 
radio reported yesterday. 

Leghari said Pakistan gave pri- 
ority io obtaining its gas from 
Iran, and was for the promotion of 
economic cooperation. He said 
"the issue of sanctions ... could 
not leave any impact on the bilat- 
eral relations," the report said. 

Remaining details concerning 
the joint refinery would soon be 
finalized by the Pakistani govern- 
ment. Leghari said. See Page 13 





Sacred Straggle 
Festival Director 
News Conference 
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Murder in Pakistan 
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The First Fencing 
Gold for Iran 
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Urgent Need for Tripartite 
Summit on N. Iraq 

A lmost all the countries around the globe have relig- 
ious and ethnic minorities. In principle, these minori- 
ties should have genuine rights to freely practice their 
religion, speak theic own language, and generally Eve 
their Eves according to their culture and tradition. 

A society could be called civilized only if it allows its 
minorities to advance their culture within its legal 
boundaries. 

Unfortunately, most religious and ethnic minorities 
across the world axe suffering because of narrow-mind- 
edness of the majority community. 

The biased attitude of the majority community not only 
hurts the minorities, but also damages and degrades the 
whole society of the host country. 

The Kurdish community in the Middle East is one which 
in some countries has been treated unfairly by the major- 
ity for centuries. 

A thorough analysis of the mistreatment of minorities 
proves (hat the same biased attitude causes a deep 
separation between the two groups of citizens. Unlike in 
Iran, there are major differences between the Turks and 
their ethnic Kurds. The same is true of Iraq where labels 
such as 'Arab' and 'Kurd’ are displayed in the respective 
neighborhoods of the two groups to separate them physi- , 
cally and psychologically. 

The separation divides the communities, dilutes the | 
rights of the minorities, and creates many psychological 
and social problems for both groups. These problems 
also create great hindrances in the way of peace, pro- 
gress and stabUity not only for the minorities, but also for 
the entire society. 

The minorities sometimes organize themselves to fight 
for their rights, as they have done in Iraq and Turkey. But,, 
the leaders of these minorities adopted erroneous meth- 
ods and most of them ended up being the 'most obedient 
servants' of certain powers inside or outside the region. 

The most unfortunate aspect of such a tragedy is that 
the innocent people within the minority community suffer, 
as in the case of the Iraqi Kurds who are being attacked 
and massacred from several quarters and by various 
armies. 

In Northern Iraq, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
and the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) are shedding 
the blood of their community to gain power and a share 
of tax revenues. 

. Their occasional fights since May 1994, when trouble 
started, have claimed the Eves of around 2,200 Kurds. The 
two groups have been in control of Northern Iraq in 
defiance of Baghdad since the aftermath of the 1991 
Persian Gulf War. 

Tripartite parleys between Iran, Turkey and Syria for 
tackling the situation in Northern Iraq are long overdue 
and should be Immediately called to find a mechanism 
for silencing the guns there. 


PRESIDENT: 


Islam Capable of Leading the Society 



ULAN SEWS POLITICAL DESK 

TEHRAN - President Hojja- 
loleslam Akbar Hashenii Rafsan- 
jani in Isfahan Monday attended a 
gathering of uJema and theologi- 
ans of Isfahan Theological School 
in 5eyed Mosque. 

Tlie President was addressing 
the ulema. He referred to the 
Muslim clerics' role in guiding 
the society, saying that Islam is 
capable of leading the society in 
accordance with the scientific and 
political necessities. 

He added iJrni Islam will yield 
greater successes in society if it is 
implemented in the correct form 
and in a principled manner 

Rafsanjani arrived in Isfahan 
yeslerday on a four-day visit. He 
further added that the ulema have 
tlie opportunity lo introduce the 
inie Islam to the world, under the 
wise leadership of the Revolu- 
tion's Leader Ayaiollah Scycd Ali 
Khamenei and tlie nation's sup- 
port. 

In reference to the enemies’ 
anti-Iran conspiracies, including 
dial of the eight-year Iraqi War. 
he added that tlie resistance put 
up against the global arrogance's 
aggressive policies is the result of 
the country's independence and 
self-sufficiency in scientific, in- 
dustrial. health and cultural areas. 

In regard to Iran's great poten- 
tials in different fields, he 
stressed that Iran will soon be 
turned into a developed country if 
the construction efforts’ trend 
continues all over tlie country. 

He also met with (he provin- 
cial artists, saying that the con- 
struction work undertaken in the 
present era lias been unprece- 
dented in Iran's wliole history. 

He further called on Iranian 
artists to become involved in the 
construction efforts and help pro- 
mote Iran's Islamic culture. 

The President inaugurated the 
province's first Museum of Deco- 
rative Arts Monday. He and his 
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‘entourage later inspected various 
departments of the museum. 

Furthermore. Rafsanjani broke 
the ground for Isfahan’s giant 
sports stadium. In the speech at 
the ground breaking ceremony, he 
referred lo the victories of Iranian 
wrestlers at the Atlanta Olympic 
Games, saying that Iranian ath- 
letes are capable of achieving out- 
standing results in international 
sports competitions. 

Meanwhile, a provincial net- 
work of the Iranian radio and tele- 
vision was inaugurated by 
President Rafsaigani on Monday. 

In the inaugural ceremony 
be hoped that the Iranian radio 
and television would continue to 
improve the quality of its broad- 
casts. 

The President said that there 
probably are those who think the 
Iranian radio and television net- 
work can do far better than what 


Tehran Governor General’s Office 
Ready to Assist Cancerous Children 


IR-tXXEHS NATIONAL DESK placed at the disposal of the Insti- 

TEHRAN - Sc\ cd Jalil Seyedzadeh. lute, lie noted, 

the governor general of Tehran. Dr Mardavich AJ-e Booyeh. 
has recently expressed readiness one of the Institute s officials, 
lo help solve the problems grip- said more Ilian 50 percent of chil- 

ping the Charity Institute Support- drcn affected by cancer suffer 
ing Cancerous Children from leukemia. Brain, lymph, and 

Addressing a meeting of the kidney cancers follow with high 
said Inslititue’s officials, he said. incidence. 

"The Iranian officials have' all More Hum «> percent of chli- 
along supported patients suffering dren gripped with leukemia can 
from kidney ailments and cancers be fully cured, lie stressed adding, 
and have tried to solve their prob- "Treatment facilities for such pa- 
lc ms. lients in Iran conform to interna- 

Reprcscni olive of the losti- lioiial standards, 
lute’s board of directors in turn More than X5 percent of can- 
said efforts are being made to cerous children use insurance fa- 

construcl a highly specialized pe- cililies. while a small percentage 

dialric hospital for children suf- ‘enjoy the donations of fmam 
faring from cancer. Khomeini (R.A.) Relief Commit- 

This hospital can be con- tee and* the Institute, lie cou- 
sinicied if the required land is eluded. 

Iranian Charge d’Affaires Meets 
Azeri Prosecutor General 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK bilateral cooperauon. accordin 
TEHRAN - Iran's Charge d’Af- to [RNA. 
fnircs lo Baku Afshar Soleimani Hassanov expressed hope tbs 


and Republic of Azerbaijan's 
Prosecutor-General Eldar Has- 
sanov in a meeting in Baku Mon- 
day discussed ways of boosting 
bilateral cooperauon on judicial 
affairs. 

Referring to the geographical 
closeness and also historical lies 
between the_ two neighboring 
countries. Hassanov stressed the 
need for all-out efforts to boost 


bilateral cooperauon. according 
to [RNA. 

Hassanov expressed hope that 
during his imminent visit to Te- 
hrar^ground will be paved for fur- 
ther expansion of bilateral ties in 
judicial affairs. He is invited by 
his Iranian counterpart Ayatollah 
Morteza Moqtadaie to visit the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran. 

The two sides also stressed lire 
need for intensifying bilateral co- 
operation to fight against drug 
smuggling and terrorism. 


The Hojjatoleslam further 
hoped that the administrators of 
the Iranian television network 
would continue to maintain the 
people's support, IRNA reported. 

Meanwhile. Iranian Radio and 
Television Network Director Ali 
Larijani said that Isfahan is now 
the second Iranian province hav- 
ing its own radio and television 
network. 

A new building for Isfahan ra- 
dio and television network has 
three radio studios, one television 
studio and edit and control rooms 


fP tw to fy Stenffiq 

with about 5,200 square metm.oK 
roofed area. . ■ y. 

The facilities have invobr^ ai' 
capital expenditure of abomtftrec^ 
billion rials in addition to 
million. . . 

By next February, the toiisK^r 
nutters of Isfahan Radio andTefe- ‘ • 
vision will be replaced by new 
improved ones to reach a wider, 
audience in the province. 

The provincial network of Is- 
fahan Radio and Thlevisian now ; 
operates four hours daily which is 
expected to increase to six hours. 


Afghan Peace Conference 
to Be Held in Tehran 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati told rhe press on 
his arrival in Ashkhabad Monday 
that the regional conference on the 
Afghan peace process will be held 
in Tehran October 28-29, 1996. 

Velayati said that the peace 
conference will be attended by the 
Afghan. Iranian as well as neigh- 
boring countries' foreign minis- 
ters. according to the 
Tehran-Kabul agreement. 

The foreign minister also 
pointed out that the objective be- 
hind peace conference is the idea 
of assisting the Afghan govern- 
ment to steer about peace, stability 
and calm. 

Velayati exchanged views with 
Turkmenistan’s Foreign Minister 
Boris Shikhmuratov regardingly, 
which was welcomed by the host 
country. 

Shikhmuratov indicated that he 
will participate in the Peace Con- 
ference of Tehran as a regional co- 
operation move in order to help 
Afghanistan reach a peace settle- 
ment. 

The two sides also discussed the 
latest development in Tajikistan, 
and Shikhmuratov briefed Ve- 
layati on the recent negotiation 
held between the government and 
the opposition group in that coun- 
try. 

The two foreign ministers also 
agreed to continue efforts in help- 
ing the Tajik government and op- 
position group continue 
negotiations , in the place of their 
choice be it Tehran, Ashkabad or 
elsewhere, which did not really 
matter. 

Both Shikhmuratov and Vo- 
layati discussed the trend of pro- 
gress and ways to boost promotion 
of bilateral relations and regional 


cooperation. 

Shikhmuratov welcomed the 
most recent gas accord between 
Iran and Turkey, saying that it was 
one of the biggest regional deveh- 
opments. 

Velayati arrived -in Ashkhabad 
on Monday and was received by 
his Turkmen counterpart, IRNA 
reported. 


23 Killed 
in Truck 
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fflAN NEK'S NA TION.AL DESK 
TEHRAN - Twenty-three people 
were killed in two separate truck 
accidents on the same road in 
southern Iran. 

Seventeen people traveling on a 
van were killed and three others 
injured in a head-on crash with a 
truck in Bandar Abbas-Minab 
Road on Monday. 

Tlie highway police said the ac- 
cident took place in the early hour^ 
of Monday when a van carrying 20 
people collided with the truck. 

The highway traffic experts 
said the driver of the van had vio- 
lated the regulation by deviating 
leftward from its due course, ac- 
cording to IRNA. 

In the other accident, a speeding 
truck overturned at a comer on the 
same road killing ali six people on 
board. 

Iran has one of the world's 
worst road accident rates, with 
40,000 serious crashes, each year 
for only three million vehicles on 

me roads. 
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Ambassador Moolla Hosts Dinner 
for South African Wrestlers 


A colorful and relaxed atmosphere was the order of the 
lay at the residence of South African Ambassador Musa 
Moolla on Sunday. The occasion was a dinner party hosted 
by Ambassador Moolla to greet wrestlers from Iran and South 
Africa. 

The dinner was attended by sports officials from Iran and 
L^outh Africa, journalists and diplomats residing in Tehran. 
i Ambassador Moolla gave Iran-made souvenirs to the South 
African wrestlers and South African-made souvenirs to Irani- 
ans 



South African Ambassador Musa Moolla (Top) giving 
souvenirs to the Iranian and South African wrestlers who are 
pictured (below) in a group. 

(Photo By J. BABAIJ 


"in this way South African will always remember Iran and 
the same vice versa." Ambassador Moolla remarked. 

South Africa’s young wrestlers arrived here to participate 
at the 10th World Wresding Championship, held in Tehran 
this week. 

South African Amateur Wrestling Federation chairman H. 
Westraat, addressing the guests, said that "never before have 
South African sportsmen been in the limelight as in the past 
few months." 

"We have watched with pride the achievements of our 
national cricket team, our world champion rugby team, our 
Bafana Bafana soccer team, our boxers and lastly our Olympic 
squad to Atlanta," Westraat said 
He recalled that South African sportsmen received several 
medals at the Olympics for the first time in its history. 

Westraat hailed the services of Ambassador Moolla in 
promoting friendship between Iran and south Africa. 

^Wrestling in Iran is like rugby in south Africa, he remarked 
and suggested that his country could gain ’much experiences, 
from Iranian wrestlers and coaches.’ 
westraat appealed to Ambassador Moolla to arrange to 
send some Iranian coaches to South Africa. 

From Iran, wrestler Amir Reza Khadem was present at the 
dinner. He received a bronze in Atlanta and his brother a gold 
medal. 

Iran’s Youth Team Coach Kazem Gholami and Wrestling 
Federation Head Mohammad Reza Taleghani were also at the 
party along with several other Iranian sportsmen. 

Among foreign diplomats we noticed the Swiss Ambassa- 
dor Rudolf Weiersmueller. Indian Ambassador siddharth 
^gh. Sri Lankan Ambassador Y.L Mohamed Zawahir. Suda- 
nese Ambassador Gutbi al-Mahdi, Senegal Ambassador Omar 
Ndiave and several others there to attend the dinner. 

south African Embassy's Ebrahim Edries and others were 
looking after the guests very well. 


Speaker Meets Iranian Diplomats 


/K4NNE ns POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Majlis Speaker Hojja- 
lolcsbm All Akbar Natcq-Nouri in 
separate meetings with the Iran's 
ambassadors lo Germany. Austria, 
Russia and Iranian charge d'aP 
fangs lo England emphasized ex- 


pansion of the Islamic Republic’s 
ties with other nations. 

The diplomats reported to the 
Speaker on their activities in their 
countries of mission and ways of 
deepening Iran’s relations with 
those countries, IRNA reported. 


Zohbi Heads Back to 
Damascus 



IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Syrian Prime minister 
Mahmoud al-Zohbi left Tehran 
for Damascus yesterday after a 
tree-day official visit here at the 
bead of a large politico-economic 
delegatioa 

He expressed his appreciation 
lo the government and the people 
of Iran for their warm hospitality 
during the Syrian delegation's 
slay in thclslamic Republic 


Zohbi said he was convinced 
of the resolve of the two nations' 
leaders to expand their bilateral 
relations. 

During his stay in Tehran, the 
Syrian minister conferred with 
President Has he mi Rafsanjani 
and First Vice-President Dr. Has- 
san Habibi and signed a memoran- 
dum of understanding and 
several agreements with the Is- 
lamic Republic on behalf of his 
country. 


PRAYER TIMES 


No on iZohr) 

I3;07 

Evening (Maghreb) 

20:07 

Tomorrow's Dawn (Fajrj 

04:48 

Tomorrow 's Sunrise 

06:28 


Ministry of Health's Programs 
for Government Week 


creek fm to Hold 
Talks in Tehran 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - During the Govern- 
ment Week, the Ministry of Health 
and Medical Education will launch 
292 projects with an overall ex- 
pense of 15.804,300,000 tomans. 

These projects are related to 
promotion of hospital wards and 
units, specialized polyclinic, labo- 
ratories. nursing faculties, health 
houses, dormitories, blood transfu- 
sion centers, rehabilitation centers, 
the Ministry's Public Relations 
Department reported. 

Also this report indicated the 
major activities of the ministry 
from early 13 74 until the end of the 
Government Week in 1375. 

These include the set up of 
1 ,067 health houses, 1 8 1 urban and 
rural health and treatment centers, 
25 child birth centers, 15 doctors' 
houses, as well as the plan to eradi- 
cate poliomyelitis, promotion of 
breast-feeding for 85 percent of 
children below the age of one. re- 


duction of infant mortality rates 
through vaccination, control of 
acute respiratory diseases and diar- 
rhea, and encouraging breast-feed- 
ing. 

Providing healthy potable 
water for 91 percent of families 
through improving drinkable 
water resources particularly in the 
villages, enforcing educational 
plans, and protection against AIDS 
are other programs ofthis ministry. 

In terms of treatment services. 
2! specialized polyclinics, 46 
laboratories, and 14 emergency 
centers have been set up. 

In order to meet the medicine 
required by the patients. 96.5 pep 
cent of the medicine is produced at 
48 active pharmaceutical factories 
using imported basic material. 

The ministry has also provided 
public health insurance services. 
Right now. 32 universities. 7 medi- 
cal sciences faculties are active 
throughout the countries. 




IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEH RAN - In comparison with 30 
developing countries, which in- 
clude Iran’s neighbors, Iran’s de- 
fense expenditure ratio to its gross 
domestic product (GDP) between 
1990-1994 revealed that it was at 
the bottom of the list prepared by 
SIPRI. 

The ratio of defense expendi- 
ture was 2 percent in 1990, and 
dropped to 1.6 percent in 1994. 


Kuwait, Oman, Ethiopia. 
Saudi Arabia and Israel respec- 
tively topped the list in 1990, 
IRNA reported. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia with 
a ratio of 13.8 percent, Israel with 
a ratio of 8.3 percent, Syria with 
7.8 percent and Pakistan with 6.2 
percent ranked highest in the list 
for defense spending ratio in rela- 
tion to GDP for 1994. 


. PANGALOS 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Greek Foreign Minis- 
ter Theodoras Pangalos arrived 
here last night on a 2-day official 
visit for talks with Iranian govern- 
ment officials on issues of mutual 
interests. 

Pangalos wifi meet Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati to 
review the progress of bilateral 
relations and discuss regional and 
international developments. 

The Greek official is also ex- 
pected to be received by President 
Hojjatoleslam Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani and Majlis (Parliament) 
Speaker Nateq-Nouri. 

Velayati met Pangalos in June 
when he visited Athens to attend 
the funeral of late Premier An- 
dreas Papandreon, IRNA re- 
ported. 

Major Greek afternoon daily 
Eleftherotypia yesterday reported 
that Washington has expressed its 
opposition to Pangalos' visit, add- 


Progress Mode by Irankn Women UMque in the World 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 

TEHRAN - The Culture and Is- 
lamic Guidance Minister’s Ad- 
viser for Women's Affaire. Simin 
Bch/adpour. said Itere yesterday 
ilia! fire qualitative and quantita- 
tive progress made • by Iranian 
women .under Islamic Iran's 
healthy atmosphere is unique 
throughoul the world. 

Behzadpour added that the 
relatively good attention being 
paid to women's affairs by the Is- 
lamic government has been effec- 
tive in foiling enemy's claims that 
Iranian women an: discrinunated 
against 


According to tlic official, pres- 
ently 45 percent of the Ministry's 
Art Depart mcni budget is allo- 
cated lo women artists which in- 


dicates the growing efforts and 
struggle of Iranian women to en- 
hance their status in the Islamic 
society. 


Al-e-Thani Meets 
Iranian Envoy 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 

TEHRAN - Inin’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Hossein Shcikhofeslam 
yesterday delivered President Ak- 
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani ’s mes- 
sage to Qatari Sheikh Al-e-Thani 
in Doha. 

The President's message re- 
lated to the expansion of both bi- 


lateral and regional ties. 

Al-e-Thani said be was content 
with favorable Irano-Qatar rela- 
tions and emphasized the need for 
various delegations to exchange 
visits aimed at reaching joint un- 
derstanding for expansion of ties 
as well as for solving regional 
problems. 


ins that U.S Ambassador to Ath- 
ens. Thomas Niles, met Greek 
Premier Costas Simitis on Satur- 
day to discuss the matter. The 
paper said that Pangalos’ visit to 
Iran had been programmed 3 lone 
time ago, adding that the visit is 
taking place at a "problematic pe- 
riod" for Iran. 

It referred to ihe U.S. d'Amaio 
Bill which imposes sanctions on 
foreign companies investing over 
$40 million in the energy' sectors 
of Iran or Libya. Eleftherotypia 
said the U.S. is "very sensitive" 
about Iran's relations with other 
countries, pointing to Washing- 
ton’s strong reaction against Tur- 
key for signing the S23 billion gas 
and electricity deal with Iran. 

The Greek foreign minister’s 
visit was not aimed at signing any 
commercial or economic agree- 
ments with Iran, the paper added. 


SAIRI Appeals 
to Regional 
States to Help 
Iraqi People 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Supreme Assembly of 
the Islamic Revolution of Iraq's 
(SAIRI) Head Seyed Mohammad 
Baqer Hakim, urged the heads of 
Arabic and Islamic states to pressur- 
ize the Iraqi regime so as to save the 
country's people from suppression 
by Baghdad's government. 

In a message cabled to the lead- 
ers of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Syria, Ku- 
wait and Jordan. Hakim empha- 
sized that the Iraqi regime has 
embarked on a massive military 
operation against dissident Mus- 
lims in Amareh. Naseryeh and 
Basra regions of southern Iraq 
since four months ago. 

The SAIRI leader stressed that 
heavy arms including tanks and 
artillery are being used in the mili- 
tary operation, IRNA reported. 

In reference to the Baghdad's 
efforts to cleanse the array through 
executing opponents of its poli- 
cies, Hakim underlined that Iraq’s 
catastrophic situation has negative 
impacts on regional peoples and 
threatens regional security and 
stability. 
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President Inaugurates 208 
Telecommunications Projects in Isfahan 



ISFAHAN ORNA)- President Ak- 
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani inaugu- 
rated 208 telecommunications 
projects on the first day of his in- 
spection tour of this historical 
province on Monday. 

The projects have cost the coun- 
try 420 billion rials, providing tele- 
phone lines for 6.000 applicants in 
the province and connecting 23 
districts and villages with the tele- 
phone network of Isfahan. 

Five new telephone switching 
centers w ere officially inaugurated 
in the cities of Isfahan, Najafabad, 
Lenjan and Mobarakeh on Mon- 

Commerce 
Minister Calls for 
Promotion of 
Non-Oil Exports 

TEHRAN HRNA) - Minister of 
Commerce. Yahya Al-e Eshaq, 
here Monday underlined the need 
to further promote country's non- 
oil exports. 

Addressing the gathering of 
Iranian diplomats and ambassa- 
dors abroad, he said that foreign 
trade is considered one of the main 
pillars of development in any 
country. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran 
should be the axis for a regional 
treaty, he stressed, adding that 
through such a treaty Iran will be 
able to play its due role in interna- 
tional trade relations. 


day and 50 other centers were put 
into operation in 54 other cities 
of the province. 

Rafsanjani on Monday also in- 
augurated several health and medi- 
care projects in Isfahan and told a 
group of college students and aca- 
demics at Isfahan University that 
higher education development in 
Iran had been a most prominent 
accomplishment. 

Rafsanjani said there were 
about 1.3 million college students 
in Iran today against a mere 
1 50.000 before the triumph of the 
Revolution in 1979. 


(Photo by Shandiz) 


The President also said a lower 
infantile mortality rate and longer 
maternity life expectancy had also 
been among the proud achieve- 
ments of the Islamic Republic. 

He said as many as 1.500 the- 
sises about medicinal herbs had 
been written by college students 
since the triumph of the Islamic 
Revolution which augured well of 
a more confident reliance on me- 
dicinal herbs in the future. 

President Rafsanjani arrived in 
Isfahan Monday to inaugurate a 
number of national infrastructural 
projects in the province. 


Developmen t 
Projects to Be 
Inaugurated 

TEHRAN tIRNA) - Hundreds of 
development projects have been 
completed and ready for ribbon 
cutting ceremonies throughout 
Iran during the Government’s 
Week, beginning August 23rd. 

The projects were imple- 
mented at a total cost of billions of 
rials and include various agricul- 
tural and industrial plans in rural 
and urban areas across the coun- 
iry . 

Gilan, with about 500 projects 
(o go into stream during the Gov- 
ernment’s Week has the lion’s 
share, nearly half of which imple- 
mented in the deprived areas of 
this nonhem province. 

Then comes Hamadan Prov- 
ince with some 100 projects per- 
taining to agriculture, watershed 
management, couage industries, 
drinking water and power supply, 
bridge building, animal breeding 
and fish farming. 

During the Week, some 74 de- 
velopment projects, mostly in ur- 
ban areas arc to be inaugurated in 
Mazandaran Province. 

The projects include six city 
gas supply plans completed with a 
total expenditure of over 43.800 
million rials. 

With some- 40 development, 
cultural and manufacturing pro- 
jects implemented in Chabahar in 
the southeastern Province of Sys- 
tan-Baluchestan. the city will un- 
dergo a drastic change in terms of 
development during the Govern- 
ment's Week. 




Comprehensive Steps Proposed 
to Enhance Pak-Iran Trade 


ISLAMABAD (PPf) - Pakistan’s 
Ambassador to Iran Khalid 
Mahmood Tuesday proposed 
comprehensive measures to en- 
hance bilateral trade between Te- 
hran and Islamabad. 

Delivering a talk on "economic 
dimensions of Pak-lran relations" 
here at the Institute of Slrategio 
Studies he said exchange of busi- 
ness delegations between the two 
countries should take place more 
frequently and suggested issuance 
of multiple visa for six months to 
businessmen on reciprocal basis 
on the recommendations of re- 
spective chambers of commerce. 

He suggested signing of an 


agreement on "carnet de passage" 
so as to increase transit trade 
through Iran. He was of the opin- 
ion that the proposal for estab- 
lishment of common border 
markets needs to be examined as 
it would help in reducing the vol- 
ume of informal trade which pres- 
ently exists between the two 
countries. 

Ambassador Khalid Mahmood 
said Pakistan and Iran should al- 
low opening of branches of their 
banks in each other’s country. He 
said Iran should reduce period of 
"usuance" from 360 days to 120 
days for imports from Pakistan. 

He said efforts should be made 


to remove the non-tariff barriers 
adding that preferential tariff ar- 
rangements should be made at bi- 
lateral level or under the ECO. 
He said the list of the items to be 
covered under this arrangement 
from the both sides should be 
carelully worked out so that those 
items are included which are be- 
ing actually traded between the 
two countries or have the potential 
of being traded. 

The Ambassador of Pakistan to 
Iran said both the countries should 
make efforts to diversify the ex- 
port of various items from each 
side. He pointed out that a prom- 
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Malaysia’s PETRONASJafa 
TOTAL on Iranian 


P \RJS. FR WCE t AFP) - French 
nil com pan v TOTAL has granted 
Malaysia’s PETRONAS 3 30 per- 
cent interest in its project to de- 
velop two offshore Iranian oil 
fields. TOTAL said Monday 
The participation of PETRO- 
NAS subsidiary Cumuli will raise 
S i Sn million out of the 5600 mil- 
lion five-year investment required 


to develop the \ 

in Iranian ware* pftjL > 
Gulf. • . ” 

TOTAL iigbcd iht ^ 
ment contract 
July with 


pan> i nioc). ; . ! 

Production is forecast to* 

the beginning oFJ99$ w 
120.000 barrels $ day : 7* • 


Ministry Looks 
at Optimization 


WAX XEWS ECO SOM 1C DESK 

TEHRAN - Although 95 percent 
of Iran has electricity. Minister or 
Energy Bijan Zanganeh says the 
service is still far from ideal - 
Addressing die first national 
seminar on optimizing Tran's elec- 
tricity. water and sew age services, 
the minister pointed out that "not 
only should we encourage sub- 
scribers who abide by the regula- 
tions. but we must get our service 
better organized." 


The Deputy Minister fa 
Water. Vakili, tdd the seas®* 
that Iran’s daily water cowt®. 
non was presently 84.3 bflliwX 
bic meters. 94 percent of wfcn 
was used in agricultural irriga£J 
5 percent for drinking aid 1 p^. 
cent for industry and namng. 

Also present at the seminar 
were the deputy minister ftr sew- 
age and water affairs, deputy ajj. 
istcr and managing' director of 
Tavanir Co. AH : MaHakL qa 
other specialists, ' ' 
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IK 1.V xi: U X ECOXOMIC DESK 

TEHRAN - Tlie Khtivaran Com- 
plex presents e\ entiling needed 
in construction from sanitan 
equipment to copper sheets at its 
south Tcltmn location. 

The diversified construction 
material ranges from sanitary 
equipment, decorative material, 
hardware, wooden and metal 
doors and windows, kitcltcn 
equipment, to brass and copper 
sheeting. 

The complex is located in 
southeastern Teheran in a 7d.f«Jti 
sqm area, under a sqm 

Monday’s 
Trading at 
Tehran Stock 
Exchange 

TEHRAN (1RNA) - A total of 
1.695274 shares, worth over 
1 0.4 1 9 billion rials, were traded in 
1 261 turns for 654 applicants here 
at Tehran Stock Exchange on Mon- 
day. 

In Monday's deals, shares of 54 
companies increased, while those 
of!9 others declined. 

General index price of shares 
for Monday reached 2,099,62 
points, showing a rise of 1.16 
points compared to that of Sunday. 


roof It will soon nan info a distri- 
bution center and .store for retail 
and wholesale construction mate- 
rials 

Engineer Homayoun Hanridi, 1 
ilie general manager of tie com- 
plex. told IRAN NEWS that ex- 
tensive efforts had been made 
aimed at expanding, mechanizing 
and computerizing KhavaiatL 

He said: "Our goal isto render 
services to businessmen in export 
activities.” 

Iran, Gambia 
ink Fishery 
Accord 

TEHRAN (IRNA) - Iran a 
Gambia signed an agreement in 
Banjul Monday on fishery and am- 
mal husbandry. The agreement 
was s igned by the Iranian Minister 
of Construction Jihad Gholara- 
reza Forouzesh and Gambian min- 
ister of foreign affairs. 

On Monday, a visiting Iranian 
delegation reviewed with foreign 
minister of Gambia and tmnisten 

of telecommunications, labor, 

trade and agriculture of thai c oufr 
try relations between Iran 
Gambia, and signed a letter of 
understanding'.-'"-"'- 



IRA ,V NEWS ECONOMIC DESK ... 

TEHRAN - The following are the foreign exchange rates in 
rials as released by the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran on Tuesday. 

Floating Rates Export Rates. . 

t nt \iKV l ; MT .SELLING BUYING SELLING , BUYING 
Australia dollar L381 1 .373 2.389] 2.357 . 

Austria schilling 163 167 287 ( 286 1 

(lOO)francs 5.722 


tnr\iKV 

Australia 

Austria 

Belgium 

Canada 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

U.K. 

U.S. 

UA.E. 


dollar 

krone 

franc 

mark 

(lOO)firas 

<100)yen 

guilder 

krone 

franc 

pound 

dollar 

dirham 


1,280 

305 

345 

1.179 

116 

1,628 

1.061 

265 

1,455 

2.708 

1.755 

479 


Rates 

BUYING 
1,373 
167 
5.690 
1,272 
303 
343 
1,173 
115 
1,619 
1,055 
263 
1,447 
2,723 
1,750 
476 


9,817 9,768 

2,195 2,184 

523 520 

592 . 589 

2,023 ; -2,013 
199 • !-;-l98 , 

2,793 \i779 

1,820 .. 1,811 
455 •; 453 - 

2.496 2,483 

4,662 ; 4.639 

3,015 3.000 
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Netanyahu to revive the peace 
process. 

the prime minister has since 
filled on the army to take more 
aggressive action against HizboN 
)ah guerrillas fighting to expel Is- 
rael from its "security zone" in 
^ South Lebanon. 

Netanyahu warned during a 
tour of dte border region on Mon- 
day thai it would be "very hard" 
for die Lebanese people in the 
event of any new military confron- 
tation with Israel. 

Syria is the main power-broker 
in Lebanon where it has 35,000 
troops. 

"The Syrians could be worried 
because they understand that we 
are determined to fight Hizbollah 
in Lebanon," Mordechai told 
. journalists yesterday. . 

Orthodox Jews 
call for Golan 
compromise 


JERUSALEM - Spiritual leaders 
of die Jewish Orthodox party Shas 
in Israel's ruling coalition have 
called for a territorial compromise 
with Syria on me Golan Heights, 
their aides said yesterday. 

"In my opinion, the Syrians 
should be given a part of the Golan 
and we should reach a compro- 
mise with them," Rabbi Yitzhak 
Kadouri said, backed by the 
party's spiritual Chief, Rabbi 
Ovadia Yossef . 

The Shas Party of Sephardic 
oriental Jews has 10 MPs and is a 
partner in the rigbtwing coalition 
of Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu. 

Israel Offensive 
in south 
Lebanon 


• TYRE, LEBANON - Israeli 
forces shelled a South Lebanon 
village outside the occupied "se- 
curity zone" yesterday after warn- 
ing the Lebanese people they 
would pay the price for guerrilla 
attacks. 

The army and its proxy South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia fired 
around 30 shells at Zibqine vil- 
lage, two kilometers (one mile) 
outside the occupied zone, a day 
^ after Hizbollah guerrillas killed an 
17 -SLA officer in a bomb attack. 

Three houses were badly dam- 
aged, a Lebanese police officer 
said, without giving details of 
casualties: The bombardment is in 
violation of an April cease-fire 
accord for South Lebanon under 
which Israel and Hizbollah 
pledged not to attack civilian tar- 


Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu warned during a 
tour of the Israel-Lebanon border 
£ on Monday that the Lebanese peo- 
ple would suffer in me event of 
any new military confrontation 
with Israel. 

• A Hizbollah spokesman said 
.yesterday that the shelling "was 
not foe first violation of the cease- 
fir e a c co r d by Israel," charging 
that Lebanese Civilians had been 
wounded in the recent shelling of 
another village north of the buffer 


Meanwhile, an Israeli soldier 
was killed and another was 
- Wounded , in. (he occupied zone 
when two nervous patrols mistook 
«ach other for anti-Israeli guerril- 
§ ks* security sources said. 


Hebron Could 
Bring Down 
Netan 


yahu's 

ition 


coaii 


JERUSALEM - Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 
ruling coalition would be in dan- 
ger of collapse if he ordered a 
re-deployment from the West 
Bank town of Hebron^ Agriculture ‘ 
Minister Raphael Eytan warned 
yesterday. 

"The government coalition will 
fall if Mr. Netanyahu does not 
respect ihe accords we have 
reached." said the leader of the 
far-right Tsomet Party, referring 
to pre-election deals with the 
Likud chief. 

"Those who think they can 
make me deviate from my parh 
must know that they are letting 
themselves in for problems,” he 
told the newspaper Haaretz. 

Eytan said the accord between 
the ousted Labor government of 
Shimon Peres and me Palestinians 
for the Israeli army to withdraw 
from 80 percent of Hebron would 
spell "catastrophe* for me town’s 
Jewish residents. 


King Hussein to 
Visit North 


1 


AMMAN, JORDAN - King 
Hussein was to visit northern Jor- 
dan yesterday as a curfew re- 
mained in place in the southern 
town of Karak, under army con- 
trol following two days of dots 
against a steep increase in die price 
of bread. 

The Jordanian monarch, who 
has vowed to put down the pro- 
tests with an "iron fist/ was 
scheduled to visit the northern city 
of Ramtha, near Jordan's bonier 
with Syria, officials said. 

The bread riots which erupted 
in Karak on Friday spread to other 
towns in the south of the country 
on Saturday but did not spill over 


ourselves further with the brazen 
and barbarous actions of the ille- 
gal formations, who are continu- 
ing to shoot down our helicopters, 
staging daring acts of sabotage and 
blockading Russian servicemen," 
he told Interfax. 

He told civilians late Monday 
to get out of Grozny within 48 
boms, warning he would then use 
all means at bis disposal to drive 
out the fighters, who have been 
banting for independence from 
Russia for the past 20 months. 

Chechen rebel Commander 
Aslan Maskhadov urged Russian 
Security Council Secretary Alex- 
ander Lebed to exert all his influ- 
ence "to stop the approaching 
madness," saying Pulikovsky ’s 
threat was "blackmail of die civil- 
ian population/ Interfax re- 
ported. 

An AFP report from Moscow 
mamtameri that the command of 
Russian forces in Chechnya is to 
revert to Geo. Vyacheslav Tik- 
homirov, who was temporarily re- 
placed by Gen. Konstantin 
Pulikovsky, Interfax news agency 
■mid yesterday 

Meanwhile, Russian Security 
Chief Alexander Lebed is to leave 
Moscow for Chechnya today to 
cany out urgent measures to re- 
store calm mere, his aides said 
yesterday, quoted by Itar-Tass 
news agency. 

In neighboring Dagestan, the 
Finance Minister of me Russian 
North Caucasus Republic, Gamid 
Gamidov, and three other people 
were killed yesterday in a car 
bomb blast in me republic’s capi- 
tal Makhachkala, Russian news 
reports said. 

Witnesses quoted by Itar-Tass 
said Gamidov was standing at the 
entrance to the Finance Ministry 
when a car parked nearby blew 
up, at 9:30 a.m. (05:30 GMT). 

Interfax reported that a total of 
four people were lolled and eight 
wounded in the blast. 

There was no immediate claim 


lation over Yeltsin’s health. 

Amid press reports in Germany 
and the United States that Yeltsin 
urgently needed to undergo heart 
surgery following two heart at- 
tacks last year, the presidential 
(cam dismissed such rumors as 
"alarmist." 



nials, has arrested militants in 
connection with a June bombing 
that killed 19 U.S. airmen. 

"Six Saudi Muslim extremists, 
who are veterans of the war in 
Afghanistan, have confessed to 
die attack/ said Faqih, whose 
group last Wednesday said a num- 
ber of Afghanistan veterans bad 
confessed to the bombing in the 
eastern city of Khobar. 

.. "The six men are imprisoned in 
Jubail prison on the eastern Per- 
sian Gulf coast, " Faqih told AFP 
when contacted at his office in 
London. "The Saudi authorities 
have not allowed the Americans to 
question the prisoners." 

Massari told AFP that "four 
people — two Kuwaitis and two 
Lebanese — were arrested nearly 
a month ago in Kuwait and handed 
over to the Saudi authorities." 

He said "the four men con- 
fessed to me attack in Khobar," in 
which 19 U.S. airmen (tied when 
a truck bomb exploded outside 
their militar y dormitory at King 
Abdul Aziz Air Base on June 
25. 

A spokesman for me Saudi Em- 
bassy in Washington said Friday 
that people have been questioned 
in connection with the bombing 
although no arrests have been 
made. 



However, Turkey, Iran and 
Syria, which all have sizable 
Kurdish communities of their 
own, meet regularly to discuss the 
situation in northern Iraq, with 


into the north. 

of responsibility for the blast. 

which they all have a common 
border. 
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GENEVA, SWITZERLAND - A 
United Nations human rights 
panel Monday called on Saddam 
Hussein’s regime to end inh uman 
practices such as mutilating oppo- 
nents, branding as "exceptionally 
grave" Iraq's human rights 
abuses. 

A resolution adopted by a ma- 
jority of the U.N. human rights 
sub-commiuee demanded that 
Saddam Hussein immediately 
withdraw troops surrounding the 
country’s southern marshes, and 
allow refugees to return to the 
region and humanitarian relief 
teams to accompany them. 

The resolution also demanded 
an end to internal blockades 
against the north of the country 
where Kurdish groups are based, 
and against the Shia population in 
the south. 



trapping thousands of Russian 
troops in street fighting. 

He said it would take one 
month to oust the separatists from 

the city. 

"In the current situation, I see 
only force as a way of getting out 
of the situation which has come 
about in Grozny / he told Interfax 
news agency. 

Pulikovsky said his troops had 
already managed to break through 
separatist blockades around a 
number of Russian federal posi- 
tions in the city. 

"We don’t intend to reconcile 


President Boris Yeltsin has been 
hospitalized in a cardiological 
center near Moscow since August 
15, .Echo Moscow radio reported 
yesterday, quoting ’informed 
sources." 

The report was denied by the 
Presidential Press Service. 

The sources quoted by the ra- 
dio said doctors considered Yelt- 
sin to be in a "relatively serious" 
state and they would soon decide 
whether he could be operated on. 

Presidential spokesman Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky said the report 
was "utterly absurd," Echo Mos- 
cow said. ‘ 

The Kremlin said Yeltsin had 
left for Valdai, a lake region 300 
kilometers (200 miles) northwest 
of Moscow, to decide whether to. 
spend his holiday there. 

"Boris Yeltsin has left for 
Valdai for two days to see if he 
can spend his holidays there/ the 
spokesman said, without specify- 
ing when Yeltsin’s holiday would 
begin. 

Yeltsin is to return to Moscow 
during the week for meetings with 
government ministers, the spokes- 
man added. 

Yeltsin, 65, last appeared in 
public on August 9 when be was 
sworn in for a new four-year term 
as president, after a grueling re- 
election campaign. 

After winning re-election the 
Kremlin said Yeltsin needed a 
rest. 

On Monday, the Kremlin hit 
(Mil at continuing Western specu- 


Aqazadeh said the promotion 
of economic relations with neigh- 
boring and Muslim countries was 
among the priorities of Iran’s for- 
eign policy. 

The Iranian official said he 
hoped the executive aspects of the 
agreements would be finalized as 
soon as possible. 

Meetings between delegations 
from the oil ministries of both 
countries looked at details of both 
the construction of the refinery 
and the gas pipeline from Iran to 
Pakistan. 



Niyazov said those ties were 
"fraternal and sincere," being 
based on good neighbor! iness. 
Turkmenistan would make efforts 
to further consolidate and expand 
bilateral ties, he said. 

"We will never forget Iran’s 
support and assistance to Turk- 
menistan when it suffered hard- 
ships, " Niyazov said. 

The Turkmen president an- 
nounced his full support for Te- 
hran as host of the regional 
conference on Afghanistan from 
October 29-30, according to the 
IRNA report. 

He also underlined that to make 
the Economic Cooperation Or- 
ganization (ECO) more compre- 
hensive, Turkmenistan would 
concentrate its efforts on consoli- 
dating economic and political co- 
operation among ECO members. 

Turkmenistan now assumes the 
rotating chairmanship of ECO. 
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Niyazov said his country 
wanted to work with Iran in speed- 
ing up the realization of trilateral 
agreements. 

Velayati also underlined the 
launching of more activities to re- 
alize formerly reached accords as 
well as the exploration of new 
avenues of cooperation in the two 
countries' abundant potentials. 

ECO. besides strengthening 
economic cooperation in this sen- 
sitive region, would solidify the 
independent foundations of the 
Central Asian and the Caucasus 
republics, the Iranian Foreign 
Minister said. 

Trilateral cooperation was a 
complementary activity in the re- 
gion, Velayati said, and such ef- 
forts would bring about economic 
growth. Other countries were 
willing to contribute to such coop- 
eration, he said. 



ising beginning was made to get 
out of the usual oil - rice trade 
pauens when agreements were 
signed for supply of one thousand 
bulldozers by Iran to Pakistan 
against the export of one sugar and 
one cement plants and other en- 
gineering goods from Pakistan. 

He was of the view that the 
proposal for establishment of 
common border markets needs to 
be examined as it would help re- 
duce the volume of "informal 
trade" which presently exists be- 
tween the two countries. 

He said the utilization of U.S. 
dollars 50 million export credit 
should be facilitated, particularly 
by the private sector. 

Khalid Mahmood said trade 
Sow needs to be supplemented by 
investment flow adding that pri- 
vate sector’s participation from 
within or outside the region is vital 
to the success of the regional co- 
operative efforts. 

He said notwithstanding the 
fact dial both the countries are 
capital deficient, Pakistan and Iran 
have constantly been making ef- 
forts to increase mutual economic 
cooperation. He also referred to 
the agreements signed by the two 
countries during Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto’s visit to Iran in 
November last and said steps are 
afoot to implement these agree- 
ments. 

He said the Pak-lran oil refin- 
ery with the capacity of six million 
tons of oil per year to be built at 
Hub, Karachi at an estimated cost 
of U.S. dollars one billion and 
construction of a gas pipeline be- 
tween Iran and Pakistan are mega 
projects which will open new vis- 
tas of economic cooperation be- 
tween the two countries. 

He observed tbai the gas pipe- 
line will provide a big assured 
market to Iran for the sale of its 
gas and a reliable source of supply 
to the gas-thirsty Pakistan, whose 
own sources of gas are depleting 
against a fast increasing demand. 

He said it is a matter of great 
satisfaction that both Iran and 
Pakistan are equally sensitive to 
tbs fact that trade and CtJOlwmy 


cannot be separated from progress 
or political issues and that without 
peace and stability in the re- 
gion, economic policies develop- 
ment cannot be pursued smoothly. 

He said regular consultations 
are held between Iran and Pakistan 
to devise ways and means to re- 
solve the Kashmier dispute and to 
bring about peaceful national rec- 
onciliation in Tajikistan and Af- 
ghanistan. 

He said the world is witnessing 
political and economic changes of 
global proportions with the eDd of 
the cold war and hoped that the 
post cold war era in this pan of the 
world will be characterized by a 
quest for increased economic and 
commercial cooperation for the 
benefit of peoples of Paksitan and 
Iran. 

Khalid Mahmood said the 
unique geo-strategic and geo-eco- 
nomic locations of Paksitan and 
Iran lend the two countries to 
serve as a lynch pin for bringing 
unprecedented growth and pros- 
perity to themselves and the re- 
gion. 



government to quit and call early 
national elections. 

Deve Gowda became prime 
minister on June 1 following the 
collapse of a short lived BJP gov- 
ernment in New Delhi after Aprti- 
M ay general elections. In Uttar 
Pradesh. Deve Gowda's Janata 
Dal (People’s Party.) will be pitied 
against Former Premier P.V. 
Narasimha Rao’s Congress (I). 
Party . which props up the govern- 
ing coalition. 



Lumbago, from the Latin woid 
(iiai) imbus. (end ital) or loin, 
may refer to any pain in the lower 
back, usually of muscular origin, 
but is often used to describe ar- 
thritic or bony pain as well. 

Sciatica or sciatic pain is 
caused by a compression on the 
sciatic nerve that runs from the 
low back, across the buttocks, 
down the back of the thigh and 
into the leg. calf and foot The 
pressure on the nerve may be- 
caused by bom’ changes in the 
vertebrae, such as from arthritis, 
or from the bulging of cartilage 
that occurs with a "slipped disc" 
(intervertebral disc). 

The treatment of lumbago is to 
reduce the spasm or pain in the 
muscles, of sciatica, to reduce or 
remove the pressure on the sciatic 
nerve. Frequently, heat and anal- 
gesics are used in both cases, 
which may be the origin of the 
confusioa Of course, it is just as 
possible arthritis lies somewhere 
at the beginning of both problems, 
but they have each taken a differ- 
ent course. 

Solution to Today's Problem 

1. R= King, D= Queen 

2. T= Rook, F= Bishop 
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India Vetoes Wear w Ban Treaty 


GENEVA (AFP) - India formally 
vetoed yesterday a draft treaty ban- 
ning nuclear testing in a move that 
threatens to torpedo 3 ! months of 
arduous talks aimed at halting the 
development of nuclear weapons. 

India's representative to the no 
gotiations. Arundhati Ghose. for- 
mally registered her country's veto 
of the pact at a meeting of the 61 
countries involved in marathon ne- 
gotiations at the disarmament con- 
ference here. 

"Our opposition to that text 
continues." said Ghose, referring 
to the draft text already agreed to 
by the five declared nuclear pow- 
ers of Britain, China. France. Rus- 
sia and the United States. 

"We would not therefore agree 
to it being fonvarded to the UNG A 
(U.N. General Assembly) in any 
form by this conference." 

Ghose repeated that New Delhi 
opposed the project because it did 
not set out a timetable for scrap- 
ping the arsenals of the five nuclear 
powers. 

New Delhi also objects to a 
clause slating that India, a nation 
on the nuclear threshold, had to 


sign the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) in order for it to be 
implemented. 

In an initial reaction, the l/.S. 
Ambassador to the talks. Stephen 
Ledogar, called the move "most 
regrettable" and "a distortion of the 
conference's rules of consensus." 

Ledogar said that despite the 
Indian veto, the draft treaty could 
still be forced through to the Gen- 
eral Assembly next month. 

Pakistan meanwhile denounced 
the move by India as "hypocrisy,” 
saying its demands were "obvi- 
ously unrealistic and unreason- 
able." and accusing India of 
opposing the draft treaty to keep its 
own nuclear options open. 

"The Pakistan delegation 
deeply regret that after two and a 
half years of painstaking negotia- 
tions. the Conference on Disarma- 
ment has been prevented by one 
country from recommending the 
adoption of a CTBT," Pakistan's 
delegation chief Munir Akrani said 
in a statement. 

"Today the mask of the ‘Smil- 
ing Buddha 1 has been tom off re- 
vealing the face of the goddess of 


war," Munir said, a reference to the 
code-name of the nuclear device 
which India exploded in 1974. 

The Indian move, which came 
despite last-minute efforts to per- 
suade it to ditch its opposition to 
the treaty, strips the pact of the 
unanimous support it needs to go 
forward, and seriously undermines 
two and a half years of tough nego- 
tiations. 

However, the other countries 
involved are still searching for 
ways to put the draft text to the 
U.N. General Assembly. One way 
would be for individual nations to 
put it before the annual gathering. 

Diplomats said in Geneva last 
week that as a last resort the United 
States, relying on support from 
China, could circumvent the con- 
ference, to bulldoze the treaty 
through. 

The environmental group 
Greenpeace also called yesterday 
for the draft to go before the United 
Nations despite India's veto. 

"Despite the disagreement in 
the committee, there is now a text 
of a treaty which cannot be allowed 


to just sit in some dusty archive in 
the United Nations." said Simon 
Carroll. Greenpeace representative 
to the Geneva negotiations. 

"Although not perfect, the 
treaty would be sufficient to pro- 
hibit all nuclear tests forever and 
ensure that this ban is complied 
with. It’s time to take it to New 
York and get it signed." 

Last week John Holum, director 
of the Arms Control and Disarma- 
ment Agency, said moves to sub- 
mit the draft without the 
unanimous support of the confer- 
ence was "an alternative route." 

He made a final bid last week to 
win over India, after securing 
China’s support for the project. 

However, such diplomatic 
strategy could risk undermining 
the credibility of the disarmament 
conference, so far the only interna- 
tional forum for negotiating such 
treaties. 

Pakistan for one said it "would 
regret any procedure that circum- 
vents" the Geneva conference. 


Thai 0 


i Opposition 
Submits 
No-Confidence 


Six Taliban Militiamen Held 
Over Escape of Russian Hostages 


Motion 


BANGKOK (AFP) - Thailand’s 
opposition yesterday filed its sec- 
ond no-confidence motion against 
the country's embattled Prime 
Minister Banham Silpa-Archa, an 
opposition statement said. 

Opposition leader and former 
Premier Chuan Leekpai, of the 
Democrat Party, submitted the mo- 
rion to Parliament to censure Ban- 
ham for his "lack of leadership" 
and ability, the statement said. 

Speaking to reporters after 
making the submission, Chuan 
<aid he hoped the long anticipated 
motion debate could take place on 
•ieptember 1 1 . 

"It is the opposition's duty to 
any on from the last no-con ft- 
lence motion as the political situ- 
ition has no more legitimacy," 
huan said, adding that the oppo- 
sition parties had been working 
loseh together to frame the new 
notion. Banham and his govem- 
nent survived the first censure mo- 
ion in May but the opposition 
tnnounceJ immediately after- 
\ards that it would go on the offen- 
sive again in September with a 
<ccond debate. 

The premier narrowly escaped 
>cing censured in the last debate by 
.ontroversially closing Parliament 
'done he was due to be grilled, but 
■'■ill be the sole target of the new 
opposition attack. 

"Banham has no knowledge, no 
ibiliry, no vision, no morals and 
lias a lack of leadership," the oppo- 
sition statement said. It also ac- 
cused Banham and his government 
.’I" using their influence to profit 
from shadv business deals. 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Six Tali- 
ban militiamen have been taken 
into custody in an investigation by 
the Afghan faction into last week’s 
escape of seven Russian pilots and 
crew, Afghan sources said yester- 
day. 

The Russians fled from Kanda- 
har, the main base of the Islamic 


militia in southern Afghanistan, on 
August 1 6 in their own cargo plane 
after being held hosrage for more 
than a year. 

They told a news conference in 
Moscow on Sunday they tricked 
theirguards into letting them board 
the plane, start the engine and take 


Tigers Pushing Refugees to 
India, Sri Lanka Military 


COLOMBO. SRI LANKA (AFP) 
- Sri Lanka’s Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las were forcing civilians to flee to 
neighboring India as government 
forces kept up pressure against the 
rebels, the military said yesterday. 

The Sri Lankan Defense Min- 
istry said that the separatist Lib- 
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) had mounted a "propa- 
ganda campaign" to kick off an 
exodus of refugees to the south 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu. 

The ministry' said Tigers were 
claiming food shortages and 
charging the military with block- 
ing civilians crossing over to the 
government-held town of Va- 
vuniya in the north in a bid to 
encourage civilians to go to India. 

"The LTTE has launched the 
propaganda campaign with a view 
to start an exodus of civilians from 
Sri Lanka to India." the ministry 
said. "The displaced people are 
requested not to fall prey to LTTE 
propaganda." 

The ministry said 50 truck- 
loads of food were being sent to 
rebel -held areas of the island's 
tjonh daily and arrangements 
were being made to send more in 
the coming day. 

For their part, the Tigers have 


denied reports from international 
aid sources that they grabbed a 
consignment of 10 trucks of food 
eight days ago. the first to reach 
the area in almost a month. 

Tigers also accuse the govern- 
ment of mounting a propaganda 
war against them. 

Reports from India said that at 
least 420 Tamils from Sri Lanka 
arrived in southern India Sunday 
in the biggest single day's exodus 
of refugees since the latest round 
of fighting between the Tigers and 
government forces. 

The Press Trust of India (PTT) 
news agency quoted unideatified 
sources as saying that "at least 420 
refugees arrived in the both Sri 
Lankan and Indian fishing boats" 
in the town of Rameswaram. 


off. 

The Ilyushin-76 was forced to 
land at Kandahar in August last 
year while flying arms and ammu- 
nition to the Afghan government in 
Kabul. The crew have insisted they 
knew nothing of the trafficking. 

The Kandahar probe is being 
supervised by a commission set up 
by the Taliban leadership after the 
incident which was termed by fac- 
tion’s representatives a severe set- 
back. 

The sources said the six had 
been held for interrogation by Tali- 
ban investigators. 

They did not identify- them, but 
said they included three militia- 
men who were on duty on Friday 
to guard the plane along with three 
others who were taken by the es- 
capees w ith them. 

The three guards had moved 
□way from the plane in the scorch- 
ing heat to rest in- shade leaving 
three others behind, the sources 
said, adding that the reason for de- 
taining the rest was not known. 

The Taliban top leader. Mulla 
Mohammad Umar, has been per- 
sonally overseeing the ongoing in- 
vestigation in Kandahar, the 
sources said. 


Suicide Leap from Huge Bridge 

• LE HAVRE. FRANCE (AFP) - A woman committed suicide yesterday 
by leaping from the top of the Pont de Normandie, one of the world's! 
biggest suspension bridges which opened last year, police said. 

The woman, whose identity was not revealed, fell 40 meters ( 1 20 feet) 
into the Seine Estuary. Her body was recovered by frogmen, a spokesman 
for emergency services said. 

A number of suicides have been reported on the bridge since it opened} 
! ist January. It is designed to carry' 1 .5 million vehicles per year —a world 
ecord - across the Seine when frilly operational. ' 



MALA BANG, PHILIPPINES: Philippine President Fidel Ramos 
(R) and Muslim activist leader Nur Misuari (LJ embrace each 
other during a historic meeting in Malabang, a southern town, 
August 19. The two men cleared the last hurdles to a peace 
pact aimed at ending over two decades of sectarian conflict, 
which, according to Ramos, left 120,000 people dead. 

(AFP Photo) 



PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI: An unidentified security agent at 
the Haitian presidential palace displays rifle grenade shells 
recovered near the palace and the neighboring police 
headquarters Aug 19 following an overnight attack on both 
buildings by unidentified gunmen. Officials of the Haitian 
National Police and of the U.N. support mission to Haiti 
reported that one person was killed and several injured in the 
attack. 

(AFP Photo) 

Yemen Accuses Eritrea of Not 
Withdrawing from Island 


SANAA, YEMEN (AFP) - Yemen 
yesterday accused Eritrea of fail- 
ing to withdraw its troops from a 
disputed Red Sea island by the 
time it had promised. 

"Eritrea’s position is strange at 
a time when the world expects it to 
live up to its commitment to with- 
draw from the island of Lesser 
Hanish,” said the government 
newspaper called the Fourteenth of 
October. 

"The Eritrean ambassador in 
Sanaa had however announced the 
withdrawal in the next few hours." 
according to the newspaper which 
is published in the southern Ye- 


meni port city of Aden. 

After a mediation mission to 
Yemen and Eritrea by French en- 
voy Francis Gutmann. France an- 
nounced on Monday that Asmara 
would withdraw in the coming 
days from Lesser Hanish. which it 
occupied on August 10 

The Fourteenth of October 
newspaper said: "The most sur- 
prising thing is that the Eritrean 
regime is intensifying its press 
campaign against our country 
which is really disturbing." 

"Peace in this region is in eve- 
ryone’s interest, and foremost for 
Eritrea," thedailv said. 


Algerian Government Denies 
Reported Massacre 


ALGIERS (AFP) - Algeria yester- 
day sharply denied a press report 
that Islamic activists had slit the 
throats of 63 civilians, including 
pensioners and children, saying the 
Arab newspaper that carried it was 
trying to spread anxiety and sup- 
port terrorism. 

The London-based Arab daily 
Al-Hayat said Monday armed Is- 
lamic activists had cut the throats 
of 63 people including women, old 
people and children, in the worst 
attack on civilians since political 
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violence, erupted 

| 002 . 

The claim was 

basis in fact." the Algerian [ 
Ministry said. If accused the 
paper, distributed in Am 
W estern capitals, of ~>cek 
sow strife and spread a 
among public opinion " 

Hie newspaper had "In 
objective; to support .turn, 
ronsm come what may." th, 
,MI > Kti »temeiii <au! m > 
direct attack. 


Three- Year-Old Girl Kidnapped 

TOULOUSE. FRANCE (AFP)- A ihree-veir ,n , 

she walked out of Boulanger, e will, her ukbr'lUrm ? * 

southern French city, police sa id yesterday l ' mh ° ! 

They said their only clues to Fatima's dk- lnn , 
from her sister Sabrina, seven, who (old them -ifT" VT' * 
snatched her and sped off in a Renault * H1 ° had 
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U. S. , Cuba Trade 
Expulsions of Diplomats 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Tire 
United Suites expelled a Cuban 
diplomat yesterday in a tit-for-un 
for Havana's expulsion of a U.S. 
_ diplomat. officials said yesterday. 

5^ Department spokesman 
Glyn Davies said Cuban diplomat 
Jose Luis Ponce, who is accred- 
ited to the Cuban interests section 
in Vteshingion, must leave the 
country within one week. 


He said the action was taken in 
response to Cuba's decision It? 
expel Robin Meyer. ;i diplomat 
with responsibility for human 
rights issues. 

Davies said that Havana had 
accused Meyer of carrying out ac- 
tivities "incompatible with her 
diplomatic status*', a charge that 
usually implies espionage or sub- 
version. 


International Child Sex Probe in 
Hunt for Belgian Missing Girls 
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BRUSSELS. BELGIUM (AFP) - 
police are probing an international 
'child, sex ring iit the hunt for two 
teenagers following the deaths of 
two - 'eight-year-old girls at the 
home.; of a convicted paedophile, 

rite Belgian press reported yester- 
day: . 

As the parents of the missing 
girls appealed for their release. The 
Derriiere Heure Newspaper said 
investigators had evidence of a 
Bel°ian paedophile network with 
r- links in. Germany and the Czech 

Republic. . 

Meanwhile, a man detained 


Monday in connection with the 
probe was released yesterday, po- 
lice said. 

Press reports identified him as a 
Dutch national aged 58 and said he 
had been detained after police 
swoops on properties in Brussels 
and elsewhere. A search of his 
caravan turned up pornographic 
material, they added. 

In another development, Czech 
police have been searching the two 
Belgian girls since late last year. 
Interpol's Deputy Director here, 
Vratislav Gregr. said yesterday. 

The two girls disappeared from 
their homes in August 1995. 
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been charged with criminal association in the k.dnapp.ngs^^ 


"Wc categorically reject that 
assertion and prolcsl in the 
strongest terms the Cuban gov- 
ernment's action in requiring her 
to leave." Davies said in a state- 
ment. 

Meyer, who was posted i« Ha- 
vana two years ago. had openly 
met with human rights groups 
and provided them with newspa- 
pers. magazines and textbooks 
lint were allowed under the Vi- 
enna convention on diplomatic 
relations. 

"In response, wc have taken 
reciprocal action." Davies said. 

But Ponce said "there is a sig- 
nificant difference" between the 
two expulsions. "What site 
(Meyer) was doing in Havana and 
ulinl 1 was doing here is very dif- 
ferent. 1 was trying to build 
bridges, trying to improve mutual 
understanding. Bui these people 
arc not interested in that." he told 
AFP. 

Ponce said it was the first time 
in 10 years the United Stales had 
expelled a Cuban diplomat posted 
in Washington and described this 
as "a very negative signal." 

Colombians’ 
Clash with Army 
Leaves Two Dead, 
21 Wounded 

FL0RENC1A. COLOMBIA 
(AFP) - Tension continued to rise 
Monday after the violent confron- 
tations between army forces and 
thousands of coca growers that 
left two dead and 21 wounded in 
this southern city. 

Protesters and troops main- 
taining a security belt around the 
besieged city dashed repeatedly 
as farmers sought to block trucks 
earning supplies from entering 
Florcncia. the capital of the 
southern state of Chaquela. 

Tlic soldiers used tear gas gre- 
nades. but failed to disperse the 
protesters, who then chanted to- 
ward the soldiers. 



ucuari PAKISTAN: Villagers and relatives of the victims sit around the dead bodies before 
theTineral ceremony on /Jagust 1 9. in the area of Thana Mitro in Vehari distnet, a township .n 
iHe SJ bTof Tie Punjab province. At least 12 peopie were killed and several other 
received injuries when six armed a ssailants fired on a Shta-religtous meeting on ) 

Twenty Wounded in Dhaka University 
Gun Battles, Rain Defuses Tension 



Oman Studies 
Border Dispute 
Between Bahrain 
and Qatar 

DOHA. QATAR (AFP) - The Emir 
of -Qatar. Sheikh Humad ibn 
Khalifa al-Thani, received Omani 
^Foreign Minister Yusscf ibn Alawi 
ibn Abdallah lale Monday to dis- 
cussa border dispute betw een Bah- 
rain and Qatar, said the official 
QNA agency. 

The meeting, which was also 
attended by Qatari Foreign Minis- 
ter Sheikh Hamad ibn Jassem al- 
Thani. discussed “the latest 
developments in the region." said 
QNA. 

Earlier Monday the Omani dip- 
lomat met with Bahrain’s Crown 
Prince Hamad ibn Issa al-Khalifu 
HP Manama for talks about the 
long-running feud between the 
Persian Gulf neighbors. 

The pair discussed "ways to re- 
solve outstanding problems be- 
tween members of the (Persian) 
GulfCooperalion Council (P)GCC 
and to lift obstacles in the way of 
the smooth working of this pact; 
the official Bahraini news agency 
GNA said. 

Bahrain and Qatar both claim 
sovereignty over the Hawar Is- 
lands and Fash al-Dibel Rocks in 
the Persian Gulf, with the dispute 
almost degaterating into armed 
conflict in 1986. 


DHAKA. BANGLADESH 
(AFP) - Heavy rain and a SLrong 
police presence helped reduce ten- 
sion at Dhaka university yesterday 
alter a night of clashes between 
rival student groups which left. 20 
people wounded. 

The heavy rain and police pres- 
ence partly dampened overnight 
tension despite a protest strike 
called by an opposition student 
group which left classrooms and 
offices shut dosed, (hey said. 

Witnesses said rival groups ot 
students tried to start a protest 
march at the ans faculty area, but 
were forced to retreat when the 
downpour started. 

Police patrolled the downtown 
university campus yesterday after 
the gun battle late Monday be- 
tween student activists from the 
ruling Awami League and (he ri- 
val Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
( BNP) 

The two sides exchanged gun- 
fire and threw crude bombs in a 
dispute over control of dormito- 
ries and student union offices. 

One pro-government student 


S. Korean 
Police Storm 
Campus, 3,200 
Arrested, Street 
Battles Erupt 

SEOUL. SOUTH KOREA (AFP) 

- Thousands of South Korean riot 
police, hacked by helicopters and 
Brine, stun grenades and tear gas, 
stormed a university campus here 
at dawn yesterday and arrested 
3,200 radical students. 

The attack ended a violent 
nine-day standoff with the stu- 
dents. led hv the outlawed radical 
federation of university students 
or Hanchongnvon. accused by the 
governmeni of links with North 
Korea. 

Twelve hours later, some 
5,000 police were scouring the 
streets for the last of hundreds of 
students who outwitted them and 
slipped into surrounding alleys. 

Yesterday’s arrests brought to 
5,600 the number rounded up 
since the standoff started last 
Monday, the highest number ever 
arrested over a single incident in 
South Korea's turbulent history, 
Yonhap news agency said. 

Yesterday’s dawn attack 
started at 5-.40 a.rn. (20:40 GMT 
Monday) when riot troopers used 
sledae hammers to smash into one 
of two barricaded buildings at 
Seoul’s prestigious Yonsei Uni- 
versity. 


leader told AFP that leaders of the 
rival groups agreed to immedi- 
ately hold peace talks at a campus 
canteen yesterday to defuse ten- 
sion. The meeting started with top 
leaders from both sides, he said 
without giving immediate details. 

A senior constable was among 
the wounded and was admitted to 
hospital after being hit by bomb 
fragments, police sources said. 
They could not provide details 
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of the other victims. 

Newspaper reports said activ- 
ists of the Bangladesh Chatra 
League (BCL) backed by Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed’s 
Awami League, evicted rivals 
from the Jatiyaiabadi Chatra Dal 
( JCD) of the opposition BNP from 
two dormitories during the fight- 
ing. 

Police patrols had been intensi- 
fied and no fresh dashes were 
reported yesterday. 
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RAWALPINDI, PAKISTAN - Nearly 400 Pakistani em- 
ployers have been convicted in a nationwide crack- 
down against child labor abuse over the past 20 
months, Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto disclosed yes- 
terday. , , ... 

ULAN BATOR, MONGOLIA - Eight people have died 

and nearly 3,000 people in Mongolia were under quar- 
antine for cholera yesterday as the number of infec- 
tions rose, the State Emergency Commission (SEC) 

reported. . , 

SRINAGAR, INDIA - Two Muslim separatists wanted 

for the murder of six Indian tourists were killed along 
with two police officers yesterday a fierce fire-fight m 
this summer capital of Kashmir, police said. 

UTILE ROCK ARKANSAS - Former Arkansas Gov- 
ernor Jim Guy Tucker escaped a prison term and was 
sentenced to four years’ probation Monday for fraud 
related to the Whitewater affair that also mvolved a 
former business partner of President Bill Clinton. 

RANGOON, BURMA - A senior aide to Burmese oppo- 
sition leader Aung San Suu Kyi and two other members 
of her National League for Democracy (NLD) have been 
i ailed for seven years, NLD sources said yesterday. 

BAGHDAD, IRAQ - Five Chilean helicopters have re- 
lieved German aircraft which have been flying U.N. ex- 
perts on weapons searches inside Iraq smee the 1991 
Persian Gulf War ended, U.N. officials said yesterday. 

TOKYO, JAPAN - U.S. military authorities in Japan 
said yesterday two U.S. fighter jets flew close to a Qan- 
tas Airways passenger jet en route from Tokyo to Syd- 
ney but did not violate authorized civil aviation 

procedures. (DISPATCHES) 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA: South Korean riot police arrest 
student protesters from one of the buildings in Seoul’s Yonsei 
University campus this morning, August 20. 
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Japanese Restaurant 

No. 30 Shahid Kodami (Bijan St.) 
VanakSq., Tehran 

Tcl: §77 3735 & 577 zl : /- 

LUNCH 12:00 - 15:00 DINNER 19:00 - 23:00 
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Chang Wins Opener in Open Tune-up 

COMMACK, NEW YORK (AFP) - Top seed 'Michael Chang rolled past 
Germany's David Prinosil 6- 1 , 6-3, here Monday in his opening match at 
the ATP Hamlet Cup. his final tune-up for next week’s U.S. Open. 

Chang broke Prinosil twice in three chances to go up 5-1 in the first 
set and broke him again in the seventh game of the second set to go up 
4-3. 

He closed out the match by holding serve and breaking Prinosil to win 
the match. Chang seeks his fourth title of the year, he is currently third in 
the world. 
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ATLANTA: Jacob Heifveil (R) of the U.S. Paul Wiggins (L) of Australia and Steve Orens (C) of Belgium lead the 10,000 meters men 
final, classification T52 and 53, at the Paralympic Games at Atlanta’s Olympic Stadium. The Paralympic Games will go on through 
August 25. 

{AFP Photo! 


Watertight Case, Says IMF 


SYDNEY (AFP) - The Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletics Federa- 
tion (IAAF) has a watertight case 
against Australian sprinter Dean 
Capobianco. who tested positive 
to. steroids prior to the Atlanta 
Olympics. IAAF General Secre- 
tary' Isrvan Guylai said here Tues- 
day. 

The world athletics body will . 
next month hold an arbitration 
hearing into the case at its Monte 
Carlo headquarters after the 26- 
year-old Capobianco was cleared 
:o run in Atlanta by Athletics Aus- 
tralia just days before ;he Olym- 
pics. 

An Athletics Australia tribunal 
ruled last month that there was 
insufficient documentation to 
guarantee the safe custody of 
Capobianco 's urine sample from a 
track meet in the Netherlands on 
May 26 to a drug-testing labora- 
tory in Cologne. Germany and 
there was a chance that ihe sample 
had been tampered with. 

The Dutch Federation deny the 
Australian findings with the head 
of the federation's doping controls 
saying that all appropriate forms 
and procedures were carried out 
correctly. 

Guylai, here for the 6th fAAf 7 
world junior athletics champion- 
ships. said at a press confer- 
ence: "our doping commission, 
who are experts, very clearly ad- 
vised (the IAAFi council that they 
consider this unanimously without 
any doubt as a doping case. What 
happened was legally correct. " 

Asked if the IAAF had a water- 
tight case, Guylai said, “yes." 

"We would have liked to have 
resolved the issue earlier, we 
would have liked to resolve it be- 
fore the Olympic Games, but we 


cannot blame Athletics Australia 
because what they have done is 
completely in compliance with the 
rules as the rules are now. 

"There is a good thing in it 
also, because the IAAF wants to 
show the entire world that rules 
are rules and we go by them." 

Guylai said the arbitration find- 
ings will be binding on both par- 
ties. 

He said that in die aftermath of 
the Capobianco case the lAAF’s 
doling roles would have to be 
amended to prevent a repeat. 

Athletics Australia President 


David Prince, sitting alongside 
Guylai at the press conference, 
said: "We have a responsibility to 
prepare a case io the IAAF, we are 
doing that now, and because we 
are doing that we are not in a 
position to make any public state- 
ments... hopefully there will be 
some decision before the end of 
September." 

Capobianco, who failed to pro- 
gress past Ihe preliminary rounds . 
of the 200 meters at Atlanta, tested 
positive for the Anabolic Steroid 
Stanozolol at a meet at Hengelo. 


One Gold, 
One Silver, 
One Bronze 

IRAN NEWS SPORTS DESK 

TEHRAN (TRNA) - Two Iranian 
Paralympic champions Bagged 
one gold medal and a silver medal 
on the fourth day of the track and 
field competitions at the Atlanta 
Paralympic Monday. 

Mokhtar Nourafshan who won 
the gold medal in javelin on Mon- 
day, had already won a bronze 
medal in shot pul on Sunday. 

Abdotreza Jokar also won a 
silver medal in the javelin. 


Giddins Banned for Cocaine 


LONDON (AFP) - Sussex fast 
bowler Ed Giddins became the first 
cricketer to be banned from first- 
class cricket for taking drugs after 
being found guilty of using co- 
caine on Tuesday. 

The Test and County Cricket 
Board’s discipline committee 
slapped a ban on the 25-year-old 
until April I. 1 998 after he failed a 
drugs test in May. 

Giddins. who toured Pakistan 
with England ‘A' last year, is re- 
garded as one of the best fast bowl- 
ing prospects in England. 

Sussex secretary Nigel Bett ‘ 
said: "I think he was speechless. I 
don’t think there was a reaction." 

The hearing was adjourned af- 
ter more than four hours on Mon- 
day. but Giddins emerged from the 
TCCB's Lord’s offices after 20 
minutes on Tuesday. 

Before being driven away in a 
red VVV Golf, he would only com- 


ment: "I’ve absolutely nothing to- 
say. I wish 1 could." 

The only known previous case 
of a cricketer being tested positive 
was ‘ Yorkshire bowler Richard • 
Stemp, when with Worcestershire, 
but the TCCB accepted his expla- 
nation that a drink had been spiked. 

This time, though, the commit- 
tee rejected Giddins’ contention 
that he had ingested the drug inad- 
vertently and found that his taking 
of the drug must have been a delib- 
erate act. 

The committee said that Gul- 
dens' punishment should send out - 
a strong message to the cricketing 
community. 

“Cricket, its players and admin- 
istrators, would not tolerate in its 
ranks those who indulge in the use 
of a prohibited drug. The commit- 
tee was sure the public would de- 
mand nothing less.” 

Bett meanwhile welcomed the 


resolution of a case that has beat 
hanging over the County for 
weeks. 

* Betts said: "it's obviously been 
in the, background at Sussex over 
the last few months and people will 
all be happier that the matter is 
closed. 

"We shall obviously miss Ed, 
he's quality cricketer. But 1 think it 
will release the pressure on a lot of 
people. ‘ 

"1 think dial when one of your 
colleagues has got something like 
this hanging over his head it makes 
life a little bit difficult m the dress^ - 
ing rodm. 

Bett reported that there was mo 
major reaction to the Giddins’ case 
in the local area, adding: 

"The postbag hasn’t been bulg- 
ing with letters, and there’s been no 
real reaction in the crowd, it's not 
really been mentioned by .anybody 
on the circuit.” 


f Sri Lanka on Alert 

COLOMBO (AFP) - Sri Lanka has tightened security ac cricket 
and assigned elite police commandos to guard visiting teamsc«^^ 
in the Four-Nation Cricket Series beginning here Saturday, officials 
The Special Task Force (STF) commandos will protect pteyere 
other police units have been brought under a deputy inspector 
accord security normally reserved for visiting heads of stateuoa 
"All arrangements are in place to receive the players from A: 

India and Zimbabwe," a spokesman for the Board of Control s* 
said. •' --**33 



Small’s Test Future on 

PRETORIA (AFP) - Controversial Springbok wing James Small 
have to wait until August 31 and the end of the current Three-Test S_ 
against New Zealand to find out if he has a future in international xugj# 
Springbok coach and convenor of selectors Andre Markgraaff 
that be will deliver a full report on Small’s recent disciplinary re 
after the final match at Ellis Park in Johannesburg. ^ 

Small was left out of the South African side for the first two tests of 
the All Black Tour after being seen at 2:00 a.m. in a nightclub on 
Friday before the final Sanzar Scries test against the All Blacks 
Bloemfontein a fortnight ago. 

There have been nationwide calls for the return of Small, South 
Africa’s most r ?tp p < * f ^ player with 31 internationals since the country's 
readmission, for the second test of the series at Loftus VersfeM m, 
Pretoria on Saturday. 

But Markgraaff has steadfastly refused to recall the explosive 27-year- 
old, saying that, while die decision was not taken lightly, Small’s attitude- 
over the past few weeks has had a negative effect on the Springbok squatL 
"James small is a very talented player who has represented his country j 
with distinction," said Markgraaff. - j 

"But we can no longer tolerate his strange attitude and the effect it 
has on the other players.” \ 

Markgr aaff also hinted at a lapse in discipline by the talented wing, 
during the recent tour of Australia and New Zealand. 

Small is devastated by the decision of the national coach. 

"I live for the Springbok side and I’ll die for the Springbok side," he 
said from his home in Durban. 

Achievements in Fencing Elaborated 

IRAN NEWS SPORTS DESK 

TEHRAN - Vice-President of Iran’s Fencing Federation Mehdi Muham- 
madzadeh in a press conference here Monday elaborated Iran’s Juniors 
and Cadets fencers’ achievements during the Fourth Asian Juniors and 
Cadets Fencing Championship held in Jakarta, Indonesia, last week. 

Jakarta "Pasha Pashapoor our 17-year-old fencer bagged Iran’s first 
gold medal in fencing after 23 years in the saber competition, and 
Peyraan Fakhri won a silver medal in the Cadets competition and 
Muhammad Mirmuhammadi won a bronze medal in flore." 

He said Iran finished fourth among fifteen nations taking pan in die 
competitions. 

. Muhammadzadeh further stated: ” The International Fencing 
Federation approved holding World Fencing Championship in Class A 
in Iran during the Ten-Day Dawn celebrations Jan. 12-22, 1997." 
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JAKARTA: Mehdi Muhammadzadeh Vice-President of Iranian 
Fencing Federation awarding the silver medal in saber while 
Pasha Pashapoor (gold medal winner) looks on August 14. 
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Arafat 
Lowers 
Bread Prices 

GAZACITY (AFP) - Palestinian 
leader.. Yasser Arafat ordered a 
decrease in the price of bread and 
wheat |P the self-rale territories on 
Monday. Food Minister Abd al- 
AzizShahin announced. 

The decision follows riots in 
Jordan on Friday and Saturday 
triggered by the government's de- 
cision to double the price of bread. 

Sbahin, quoted by the Palestin- 
ian news agency WAFA, said the 
price of one Kilogram (two 
pounds) of bread was lowered to 
two shekels (63 cents), down from 
2.3 shekels (72 cents). 

A 60-kilograin (130-pound) 
A$ack of wheat will sell for 80 
shefcjli ‘..($25), compared to 98 
shekels ($30.6). The minister said 
the new. prices took effect on Mon- 
day .but he gave no reason for the 
move. : 



South Africa to Bid for 
Iraqi Oil 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) - South Af- 
rica is to bid for Iraqi oil following 
(J.N. decision to allow the black- 
listed Middle Eastern country to 
sell part of its crude on the open 
market, mineral and energy af- 
fairs, minister. Penuell Maduna 
said Monday. 

“We are not averse to bidding 
for crude oil frqjn Iraq," Maduna 
(old a press briefing, adding (hat 
South Africa w ill register to bid 
for the oil. "If we get it at reduced 
rates, why not take it?" 

He said South Africa would 
seek to satisfy its daily crude con- 
sumption of 450,000 barrels a day 
from the most economical sources 
available. 

Currently, Pretoria relies on 


requirements and on Egypt for the 
bulk of the remainder of its needs. 

However. Maduna said nego- 
tiations were currently taking 
place with Saudi Arabia which 
could see Souih Africa also lifting 
Saudi crude. 

He said the negotiations were 
pan of wider discussions with 
Saudi Arabia surrounding the pos- 
sible sale of Mossgas. the Souib 
African state-owned company 
which extracts offshore gas and 
transforms it into petroleum prod- 
ucts. 

Tenders for Mossgas, siruated 
off Mossel bay in Western Cape 
Province, closed on June 14 but 
no reasonable bid was received. 


Iran for 65 percent of its crude Maduna said. 


IMF Official Expects Delayed 
Russian loan to Be Paid 


MOSCOW (AFP) - The Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund expects to 
pay a S330 million loan to Russia 
which was delayed last month 
because of the country's fiscal • 
proWen®. tire head of an IMF 
misaoDToMoscow said Monday. 

Tto lMF team left for Wash- 
ington after a week-long visit to 
reevaluate Russia's financial and 
economic situation and will sub- 
jjjt its report to the board of direc- 
tors which js due to meet 
Wednesday. Thomas Wolf told 
AFP. 

? £r the end of July, the eco- 
nomic results were satisfactory." 
Wolf said. "The mission has re- 
ceived assurances that the various 
fiscaS measures wiit be put in place 
as forecast. " be added. The 


loan, which was due to be paid in 
July but was delayed because 
of Russia's difficulties with tax 
collection, forms part of a $10 
billion, three-year loan package 
agreed in March. 

Russia's newly appointed Fi- 
nance Minister Alexander 
Livshits, quoted by the Itar-Tass 
news agency, said "the two parties 
have settled the problems to- 
gether. " 

He added that Russia hoped to 
receive the tranche for both July 
and August at the same time. 

Each month, the IMF evaluates 
Russia's commitment to the loan 
accord before releasing monthly 
payments. A new IMF mission 
arrived in Moscow at the weekend 
to assess ihe Auuusi loan. 


-• Europe TWax* ©atens 
Block German. Aid. to VW 

determine il there has been a vio- 
lation of EU rules, the spokesman 

added. . . 

The "consequences of the illicit 
behavior by Volkswagen will be 
that throughout all of Europe, 
public aid will no longer be paid 
to the German company," Karel 
van Mien, the European competi- 
tion commissioner said in an inter- 
view with German weekly locus 


BRUSSELS (AFP) - The Euro- 
jpeau Commission on Monday 
threatened to block all state aid to 
German carmaker Volkswagen 
and has opened two new inquiries 
^ government aid to the former 
Bast Germany and West Berlin. 

__ T& commission will block all 
akl to Volkswagen if the company 
uses j&tbik: funds granted by the 
Gem^a-st ate of Saxony which 
have -been ruled as illegal under 
European Union competition 
roles, a spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, the commission is 
also investigating government as- 
Mstance io the former East C»cr- 
ntanv.and to West Berlin to 


on Saturday. 

The commission last month ac- 
cused Saxony of a 'flagrant viola- 
tion of European rules m 

granting banned state aid to Volk- 
swagen and warned of svvtft repri- 
«lsV the money was not repaid. 


U.S. Moves to Bar Mexican Firm’s 
Executives for Ties to Cuba 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
United States moved Monday to 
deny visas to executives of a 
Mexican firm providing telephone 
services in Cuba, saying that the 
venture comes under provisions of 
ihe controversial Helms-Burton 
Law. 

About six executives and their 
families from the Grupo Domos 
Company, based in Monterrey, 
Mexico, were to be advised early 
this week by letter that they will 
no longer be welcome in the 
United States, the State Depart- 
ment said. 

"The United States govern- 
ment has found the Mexican firm 
Grupo Domos to be in violation of 
the Helms-Burton Law". Spokes- 
man Glyn Davies said. 

"We are consequently sending 
letters to a number of Grupo Do- 
mos executives to notify them that 
they will have 45 days ... after 
which time they will be excluded 
from the United States," he said. 

Under the so-called title JV of 
the law, the State Department 
must bar from entry into the 
United States foreign executives 
whose companies are found to be 
"trafficking" in property seized 
from U.S. nationals since the 1 959 
Cuban revolution. 

The legislation, named after Us 
Republican sponsors in Congress 
Jesse Helms and Dan Burton, 
seeks to cut off the flow of foreign 
investment to Cuba which Wash- 
ington maintains is helping Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro retain his grip 
on power. 

The decision to bar Grupo Do- 
mos' corporate chiefs came one 
month after the Canadian-owned 
mining company Sherritt interna- 
tional was put on the Cuba black- 
list for its investment in a nickel 
mine confiscated from its U.S. 
owner. 

It also came on the heels of the 
appointment by President Bill 
Clinton on Friday of special envoy 
Stuart Eizensiat to help ease ten- 


sions in U.S. relations with coun- 
tries opposing the law. Eizenstat 
who was to travel to Mexico and 
Canada early next month before' 
heading to Europe to discuss the; 
law. 

In Monterrey, company 
spokesman Hector Cuellar said 
Grupo Domos bad not yet re- 
ceived the State Department let- 
ters but he noted that the 
investment had helped ordinary 
Cubans reach out to the outside 


world. 

"This allowed thousands of Cu- 
ban exiles to establish contacts 
with their families and to be able 
to make and receive calls which 
for many years had been very dif- 
ficult and costly,” Cuellar said. 

As of February, some 60.000 
long-distance calls per day. 
mostly to the United States, were 
made compared to only 400 per 
day in 1994, according to Grupo 
Domos. 


Jordan’s PM Pledges 
Austerity Budget for 1997 


AMMAN (AFP) - Jordan’s Prime 
Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti on 
Monday called on all government 
departments to rein in spending 
two days after bis government’s 
decision to hike bread prices 
caused mass rioting. 

In a memo to ail ministries, 
Kabariti stressed the need to slash 
costs and seek extra revenues in a 
bid to bridge an expected budget 
deficit of 154 million dinars ($210 
million) in 1997, said the official 
Petra news agency. 

His government's decision to 
raise bread prices, to cover a third 
of the projected- deficit, caused 
two days of rioting in southern 
towns and led opposition parties to 
call for Kabariti 's resignation. 

The premier ordered all minis- 
tries "not to earmark funds for 
new roads or government build- 
ings and not to purchase fixtures, 
computers or cars." 

"In their planning, ministries 
must make do with the minimum 
necessary to maintain services at 
the same level, " he said. 

Kabariti also said no "new jobs 
should be created and we must cut 
back on the use of the telephone, 
the consumption of water and 
electricity, and trips abroad." 

Furthermore, he called for a 
review of Jordan's cash contribu- 



KABAR1TI 


lions to international, Arab and 
local institutions, and pledged im- 
provements in the tax-collecting 
system. 

Jordanian army units took con- 
trol Monday of roads leading to 
the capital and other major cities 
following bread riots which King 
Hussein blamed on "Iraqi sympa- 
thizers.* 


APEC Pursues Free Trade Despite Economic Disputes 


DAVAO, PHILIPPINES (AFP) - 
Senior APEC officials will meet 
in this southern Philippine city 
Wednesday to pursue an ambi- 
tious plan io free trade in the Asia- 
Pacific,, amid economic disputes 
and protectionist moves among 
some members. 

"All the reports I have received 
so far indicate that there are devel- 
opments in each area (for trade 
and investment liberalization) ... 
and so, we are really moving for- 
ward," Federico Macaranas, chair 
of the senior officials meeting, 
told reporters. 

Macaranas’ remarks reflect the 
optimism of ihe 18 member 
economies of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
' forum, which is drawing closer to 
a collective action plan to lift trade 
and iariff barriers by 2010 among 
its industrialized members and 
2020 among members with devel- 
oping economies. 

But some disputes have 
emerged between member econo- 
mies in recent months. 

Air cargo negotiations between 
Japan and the Uniied States broke 
down over the weekend with both 
countries threatening sanctions. 

And Japan has warned it will 
protest io the World Trade Or- 
ganization over Indonesia’s pref- 
erential tariff benefits , to a car 
company partly owned by Presi- 
dent Suharto’s son. 


But the disputes do not seem to 
(rouble the grouping of regional 
economies, which in 1994 boasted 
a combined gross national product 
of $13 trillion and a total of 46 
percent of the world’s total mer- 
chandise trade. 

"We are concerned aboul bilat- 
eral trade disputes, including rows 
with the United States and Indone- 
sia," a Japanese ministry of trade 
and industry official told AFP in 
Tokyo. 

"But 1 don’t think they would 
directly affect discussions among 
APEC members." 

APEC’s flexibility allows its 
members to work out compro- 
mises, according to observers. 

"APEC opts for flexible and 
voluntary measures, rather than 
binding ones," said analyst Takeo 
Ohraura, of Japan's Daiwa Re- 
search Institute Ltd. “So there still 
is room for overlooking some pro- 
tective moves by member econo- 
mies." 

Macaranas said Monday that 
12 of the 18 APEC members had' 
submitted improved action plans, 
products of what be called a 
"bloody process" of deliberation. 

Before the November summit 
of APEC member leaders, the 
Philippines is responsible for co- 
ordinating more than 1,500 pro- 
posals to free trade in various 

sectors. 


Much of this week's three-day 
meeting of senior officials will 
take the form of informal discus- 
sions, with Thursday's agenda in- 
cluding a crip to an exclusive 
island beach resort where officials 
can relax while commenting on 
the action plans. 

"Each APEC member country 
has its own economic problems,” 
said Hsu Chun-Fang, a section 
chief of Taiwan’s board of foreign 
trade. 

"Bilateral talks among the 
countries would promote under- 
standing which certainly would 
lead to further removal of trade 
and economic barriers." 

Sweden 
Against EMU 
Membership 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) - Some 56 
percent of Swedes are opposed to 
their country joining European 
Economic and Monetary Union 
(EMU), while only 21 percent are 
in favor of the single currency, 
according to a poll published 
Monday. 

The survey, conducted by the 
Sifo Polling Institute during the 
period August 12-15 on a sample 
of 1,001 people, showed 23 per- 
cent were undecided on the issue. 

Of those questioned, only 78 
percem had beard of EMU. 


Economic Digest 


PARIS - Air France registered 
a strong 19-percent rise in pas- 
senger traffic in the second quar- 
ter of 1996 but unit revenue, a 
measure of the airline’s profitabii- j 
ity, fell 1 1 percent, according to , 
France Aviation, the state-owned 
company's internal newspaper. 

In the first three months of the 
year, traffic, as measured by pas- 
senger kilometers traveled, had 
risen 19 percem year-on-vear but 
unit revenue, by seat and by kilo- 
meter. dropped 12 percent 

Overall passenger revenue 
rose six percent over the second 
quarter. 

For live company's domestic 
and regional subsidiary Air 
France Europe (formerly Air In- 
ter). passenger traffic rose five 
percent and sales by one percent 
in the second quarter but unit 
revenue dipped two percent 

ROME - Italy's famed attrac- 
tions have failed to woo the tour- 
ists this summer. tourist 
professionals said Monday, as the 
country recorded a sizeable drop 
in the number of visitors. 

Numbers are down shajply in 
coastal areas. Tanging from a 
seven percent drop in the noith- 
east to 30 percent along the 
southern coast near Bari, accord- 
ing to a poll by Fipe-Confcom- 
mercio. the industry ‘s 
professional body. 

Only the Neapolitan coastal 
area has managed to maintain last 
year's figures. 

Mountain areas are also feel- j 
ing the pinch, particularly Lom- 
bardy. where numbers are down 
35 percent on last year. 

FRANKFURT - German Air- 
line Lufthansa will report half 
yearly earnings of slightly more 
than 100 million marks ($67 mil- 
lion) before lax. despite losses 
front its cargo subsidiary, the 
daily Boersen-Zeitung said Mon- 
day. 

Losses from Lufthansa cargo, 
the largest airfreight carrier in the 
world, totalled about 44 million 
marks in the fust slx months of 
the year, the paper reported. 

At the company’s annual 
meeting in July. Lufthansa Chair- 
man Juergen Weber had forecast 
a pre-tax profit of around 100 
million marks for the first half, a 
47 percent decline on the results 
for the same period in 1995. 

Results of Lufthansa cargo, 
which were published in the com- 
pany's in-house journal, suffered 
from lower prices as a result of 
overcapacity and strong increases 
in fuel prices and taxes. 

NEW YORK - AT and T 
president and chief operating offi- 
cer Alex Mandl resigned to head 
a small communications firm, the 
leading U.S. telecommunications 
company announced Monday. 

AT and T Chairman Robert 
Allen will take over most of 
Mandl’s responsibilities until a 
new president is named. AT and T 
said in a statement. 

On Wall Street. AT and T 
shares shed $1.25 to 54.25 on the 
surprise announce menu which 
followed a period of mediocre 
growth in its long distance busi- 
ness. 

Mandl 52, was the architect of 
the McCaw cellular communica- 
tions acquisition in 1994. and led 
AT and T's long distance, cellu- 
lar. online and multimedia divi- 
sions before being promoted to 
'president and Ceo early this year. 

fie joined AT and T in 1991 as 
chief financial officer, and be- 
came head of AT and T’s commu- 
nications services group in 1993. 
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1689 - Louis of Baden defeats Turks, takes Niss and 
occupies Bulgaria. 

1808 - British forces defeat French at Vimiero, Portu- 
gal. 

1911- German Emperor William II speaks at Hamburg 
on Germany's “Place in the Sun," which he says its 
Navy will secure for her. 

1917- German forces attack Russia ns. on Riga, Latvia, 
front in World War I. 

1940 - Leon Trotsky, communist revolutionary, dies of 
wounds inflicted by assassin in Mexico City. 

1 943 - It is disclosed that Japan has evacuated its last 
North American foothold in Pacific War - the Aleutian 
Island of Kiska. 

7959 - Baghdad Pact changes name to Central 
Treaty Organization (CENTO) - Hawaii becomes 50th 
state of United .States. 

1963 - Buddhists are arrested and martial law is im- 
posed in South Vietnam. 

1 968 - Soviet Forces occupying Czechoslovakia seize 
liberal communist leader Alexander Dubcek. 

1975 -United States lifts 12-year ban on exports to 
Cuba by foreign subsidiaries of U.S. companies, but 
embargo on direct trade between Cuba and United 
States remains in effect. 

1983 - Philippine opposition leader Benigno Aquino is 
assassinated as he steps from plane in Manila after 
three years of selfimposed exile in United States. The 
assassin is shot dead. 

1985 - Leftists march on Philippines President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos' palace as tens of thousands of other 
Filipinos stage largest anti-government protests in a 
year. 

1986 - Soviet energy officials concede that Cher- 
nobyl disaster badly hurt nation's nuclear power pro- 
gram. 

1989 - Colombian authorities seize cars and cattle 
belonging to drug cartel bosses in crackdown on drug 
trade. 
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Exercise Is Usually Helpful in 
Lowering Blood Pressure 


By Dr. Allan Bntckhdnt 

QUESTION: As I look around at 
some of my friends, they all seem 
to have a minor ailment or two. 
most commonly a bit of high 
blood pressure. But they are all 
tiying to stay young through exer- 
cise. My wife worries that such 
strenuous activity may drive the 
pressure even higher, yet they all 
tell me. their doctors say it's just 
fine to pursue sports. Could it be 
my wife is wrong? 

ANSWER: f hate to break this 
news to you. but it seems that at 
last your wife has erred, just a lit- . 
tie - but that doesn't make her a 
bad person. It is true that blood 
pressure may rise a bit during pe- 
riods 'of exercise, but that is a tem- 
porary situation and is not 
considered dangerous or harmful. 
Hie fact is. a regular schedule of 
aerobic exercise, walking, jogging 
or formal aerobics classes can all 
lead to lower blood pressure, and 
certainly a healthier individual 

In fact while aerobic exercise 
may temporarily increase sy stolic 
pressure (the higher number in the 
blood pressure reading that occurs 
when the heart contracts), the dia- 
stolic pressure (the lower number, 
which measure the pressure that 
exists between heartbeats) is gen- 
erally lower during exercise. This 
is due to the dilating of the blood 
vessels to allow additional blood 
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to flow to the muscles that are 
working.' This diastolic blood 
pressure lowering does not occur 
during an exercise session with 
weights and is not considered 
dangerous. Probably the best type • 
of exercise combines a little 
' weight-lifting or weight training 
with an aerobic exercise session 

There is one caution, though, 
that needs to be stated. Exercise is 
a wonderful healthy activity for 
people with hypertension that is 
under control and at near-normal 
levels. Tlrose who have blood 
pressure readings that are more 
than 180/lot) should not indulge 
in a program of exercise oractiv- 
ity until proper medical care has 
reduced their pressure. However, 
exercise has benefits for aU, and 
maybe it is time that you, and 
your wife, joined your friends in 
their healthful endeavors. 

QUESTION: What a pair of 
patients we make? My husband 
grabs his back and cries ’'Lum- 
bago!" My back pain has been la- 
beled sciatica. Are we suffering 
• from the same condition? It seems 
that the two terms are referring to 
the same problem. Would you 
clear this up for us? 

ANSWER: No, the two condi- 
tions are really quite different and 
1 will try' to make things a bit 
clearer for you. 

See Page 1 3 
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THAT SCRAMBLED 

® by Hariri Amok* amtf ' 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


• 

I've never even had atiekav 


RUHTT 


o' « 


OI99S Tnbm Madia Sannou. inc. 
Ai ftgMs Hasa»veo. 


LIXEE 


DIMPOU 


UNTEAB 


Answer here : 
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Now arrange the circled letters^ 
form the suipnse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. . 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GORGE SQUAB MUFFLE LATEST ■ 
Answer Claiming to be younger made her this — . 
AGE-"LESS“ 


STYRAX AFFICINAUS L 

Family: Styraceae 




Modem Greek Names: Stourafd, Agriocidonia 
This species is the sole representative of its genus met with in 
Europe. It is a shrub growing sometimes to tree-proportion: up to 
7m. high. Leavs alternate, ovate, entire, arc ofa greyish-green color 
on .the upper surface and glaucus-green and hairy beneath. Co- - 
rolia white, campanulate with a very short tube terminating in 5-7 
lenceolate lobes. Flowers borne 3 to 6 together on the tips of -die 
branches. It is a very ornamental species cultivated on account of 
its beautiful abundant {lowers. It occurs in damp places such as 
stream and river banks or woods of the semi-mountain zone. 
Flowers from April till May almost everywhere in Greece. ... 
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High Blood Cholesterol Hot os Threatening in Elderly 

miirh c klAfvl rhrtl«fernL 


CHICAGO- (AP) - A new study 
shows high cholesterol may not be 
much of a threat to healthy people 
over age 70, leading some to sug- 
gest doctors may be needlessly 
prescribing cholesterol-lowering 
drugs for many older patients. 

People aged 71 to 104 with 
debated cholesterol levels suf- 
fered no more heari attacks or 
deaths than their counterparts with 
normal cholesterol levels, the 
study of 997 people found. 

“Cholesterol in older people 
may mean something very differ- 
ent than in younger people,’' said 
the lead author, Dr. Harlan M. 
Krumholz, an Assistant Professor 
of Medicine at Yale University 
School of Medicine. He empha- 
sized that more research is 
needed. 

y One possibility is that choles- 
terol levels in the_ old may not 
reflect lifelong levels. Another is 
that people who have survived 
with high cholesterol may be more 


resistant to its artery-clogging po- 
tential than other people, the re- 
searchers said in Wednesday’s is- 
. sue of the journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

Previous research on high cho- 
lesterol in the elderly as yielded 
confusing finding s, an American 
Heart Association spokesman 
said. 

At least two large studies have 
found that high cholesterol in- 
creased the likelihood of heart 
problems, and at least four found 
tha t such levels did not, said Dr. 
John D. Brunzell, who was not 
involved in the new research. 

The apparent conflict may be 
explained by the varying health of 
elderly people enrolled in the stud- 
ies', said ‘Brunzell, a Professor of 
Medicine at the University of 
W ashingt on in Seattle. 

The studies. in which choles- 
terol seemed ■harmful in later life 
involved unusually healthy sub- 
jects, he said. For such people. 


heart disease may occur much 
later in life, and high cholesterol 
may play a role, he said. 

For groups more repre- 
sentative of the popul ation - as in 
the new study and the four others 
that found high cholesterol to be 
benign in fee elderly - heart dis- 
ease may already have occurred at 

earlier ages, he said. 

More than 2 million Americans 
over age 65 are being treated with 
drugs to lower high cholesterol 
levels, and many may be getting 
treatment unnecessarily, an edito- 
rial accompanying the study sug- 


Cbolesterol-lowering drugs 
can be expensive, can have un- 
comfortable side effects and may 
increase the risk of other causes of 
death, such as cancer, fee editorial 
said. 

Contrary to federal recommen- 
dations, “elderly people in their 
late 70s and beyond generally 
should not be screened or treated 


for high blood cholesterol.” said 
the editorial, by Drs. Stephen B. 
Hulley and Thomas B. Newman 
of the University of California, 
San Francisco. 

“The most important thing 
about this (new) paper is it sug- 
gests that we need to be careful 
treating high cholesterol in older 
people, thinking we’re going to 
prevent heart disease,” Brunzell 
said. “There’s very little data to 
suggest that’ll work.” 

The National Cholesterol Edu- 
cation Program recommends feat 
all adults know their blood-choles- 
terol levels, and feat levels above 
240 milligrams per tenth of a liter 
of blood be treated, first wife die- 
tary changes and then wife drugs 
if necessary. 

Dr. Basil Rifkind of fee Na- 
tional Heart, Lung and Blood In- 
stitute, agreed feat “We don t 
want too high a proportion of 
older individuals on drug treat- 
ment to reduce cholesterol.” 


Pets and Owners to Be 
in Same Cemetery 



LONDON (AFP) - A new ceme- 
teiy is to open in England where 
pets and their owners can be bur- 
ied together, a press report said 
yesterday. 

Julian Wedgewood. the man 
behind the scheme, said fee idea 
came to him as he was pruning 
some of fee 2,000 oak trees he 
planted on his land on a south-fac- 
ing slope above his home near 
Huntshaw. southwest England, to 
stop occasional flooding, accord- 
ing to fee Times. 

"1 got to thinking about fee 
Mongols," he told fee paper. 

I realized this was a perfect 
place for a burial ground. The 
Mongols always wanted to be bur- 
ied beneath a tree on a soufe-fac- 
ing.slope, and they wanted to be 
buried wife their horses beside 
them. 

"I had fee trees. 1 had fee slope, 
and 1 thought: ‘why not bury both 


pels and people?’." Wedgewood 
added. 

He plans to lease each uee for 
150 pounds tS225) for 10 years, 
with that payment to cover the cost 
of the burial of the first pet. 

Burial of humans will cost 250 
pounds ($375). and tree leases will 
be renewable at terras to be agreed 
every len years. 

"Humans will be buried to fee 
south of the tree, as fee Mongols 
would have insisted," Wedge- 
wood told fee Times. 

"Peis go io fee east, north or 
west. If anyone wanted feeir pet 
buried alongside them or in a dou- 
ble depth grave. I expect that 
could be arranged." he added. 

The local parish council backed 
the scheme, which finally got fee 
go-ahead earlier when fee district 
council granted planning permis- 
sion. 
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Offers You Free 
Home Renting Assistance. 
Tel: Twice 850 
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Accounting Service 
& Tax Consultancy 


■ Nissan Office Of 
Accountancy 

1 rt *77 1943 4*79 9286 But: *77 1*46 


Air Travel Agencies 


■ Caravan Sahra 
Tour Organizer 

r«*75fl Z229, 750 8727,750 6076 
Fax:0098-2 1-7671 84Tlx:2 1 67 93 

■ EAST EXPRESS 

11*5607091-5, *71 7410 F«:8S6 182* 

■ Coles tan Ghods 
Tft'809 9393-809 8888-809 7272 

■ .Jam Seir Travel Co. 

let 643 4*85-6,6432627 Kix.921354 

■ Kcyhao Safar (LATA) 
Tel : 65 28 44- 65 28 99 

■ perep^Tour&TWAg- 

Tel: 880 8535/6, 881 0526/9 
Fax: 880 8534 

■ Rahnama (Transair) 

T Opel Agency 

Tel: (0098)21-891191/4 
Fax: (0098)21-8892791 

■ Sati Air Travel Ag. 

IcI : 83* 504 1-5, 8822336 

■ Shargh travel Co. 

Tel: 89 40 37- 38,89 7029 

■ Sogpl Tour & Travel Ag. 
Tcfc 8*4 9082-85 Fax: 884 9086 

■ Teen Air Services 

Tel: 884 7071-2,884 6478 


Automobile 
Information Bank 


■ Automobile 
Information Bank 

Tc1H)»] 1-2I2-*144,234344 


Banks & Facilities 


■ BANKMELLI IRAN 
CARD SERVICES DEPT. 
Td:649 7092 Fax: 3*3 3696 


VISA 




Computer Centers 


■ Aryan Payam Computer 
Tel: 884 4322 Fax: 884 4202 

■ Farassoo Computer Co. 
Tel: 6414192-6417628 Fax: 6405974 

■ Gener X Co. 

6 Mao^anatakbandi Inter., Sharati Sl 
T« fc222 3836-225 1038 Fax: 2276617 

■ ICC, sales & after sale sen-, 
software, hardware 

Tel: 869809-869810 Fax: 8601514 

■ Tim Computer Institute 
Teh 8* 5 2241 


Decoration 


■ Archi CO., interior Design 
Classic & Modem Decoration 
Tel: 864477 Mr. Tavassoli 

■ Z ) e si 

Tel: 229 3581 

■ Jidark* dMsi^eoMdiMpit^ 
NEGARESH Nona Co.22*»S3* 


Educational 

Institutes 


■ Accounting, Physics, 
Maths^cJb'aBgrades and 
levels Tel: 256 1690 

■ ADLlnst.of Higher Education 
GCSE: ,, 0","A", ,, AS"Levl5 
Tel:(02 1)882 7593 (10am-7pm) 

■ Teaching English & Farsi 
in 4 muntfu. Tcl:646 9394 


Flower Shops 


■ Avalien Super Gol Iran 
worldwide delivery service 
Tel : 803 9302-803 3299 

Fax :803 1260 

Ad&MoUatadni Me. 

Bet-ShnWi Bahaci Streel&ParkHay 

■ CLAHJM 

CUeKJ 

delivery services 

33 Maryam St>nd of Africa Aw. 
TcL 2O41909 Fax: 2057980 

■ Spring & Pa liz 

TcU 205 1*84-809 032* 

■ Zaeem Flowers 

Td: 6404488 -Fax: 64044*4 


Garment Shops 


■ Galein Bridal Gowns . 

Might dresses Tel: *00 3743 


Handicrafts 


Iran Handicrafts Organization 

North Region .gg£- 


C-V- 



Store Add: Tel 

No. 

1 Taleghani 8826600 

2 Ncdjatolahi 891919 

3 Vali-e Asrsq. 897279 

4 Gharani 880 8186 

5 Farhangian 675581 

6 Vali-e Asr 2054792 


Hotels 


B Azadi Hotel (Abadan) 

Td: (0631) 30060-9 Fax: 30068 

B Azadi Hold (Shahr Kord) 
Tel: (0381) 36791-5 Fax: 36790 

■ Esteghlal Grand Hotel ***** 
Tei:2040011 -15 Fax:204 7041 

. ■ Fardis Hotel ( Ex- Swiss) 

Tel: *82 0951 -**3*301 *4 

| Hamedan Buali Hotel *** 

Tel: ( 0*1)33070-1 Fax-33072 

■ Hamedan Foghdab Hold 
Tel: ( 0*1) 5Z00M Fax: 30035 

B Kowsar Int’l Hotel (Isfahan) 
Tel: (031) 240230-9 Fax: 249975 

■ Tehran Kowsar Hotel **** 
Tel: *9*1 21-5 & *9*371 -5 

■ Tehran Sara Hotel 

IVbKXZ 5701-SH209.U Fax:**2260Z 


Housing Agencies 


■ A.B.A. Housing Ag. 

Tel: 2049292 - 2049099 

■ Eskan Housing Ag. 
Tefc*787325, *787172 (Mr. Rezan) 

■ Milad Housing Ag. 

*7792l6-K772373JVlr.KorosIi 
Bldg.1 lO.CiHUCT of 20U> SuGandhi Are_ 

.1 NO. 1 

222 6169-222 9159 

■ P.H.A. 

Real Estate Td: 2055610-13 . 


■ The 850 

Tel: *74 7474 Fax: *74 156* 

■ T.N.CO. Housing Ag. 

Tel: 200 5708 


Jewel/ watch 
Galleries 


■ Zenith sale agent 
Swiss made watches, 

baguette jewdlry/sale & services 
Tel: 227 5673-222 9279 Fax: 227 5060 


Language Institutes 


B Kish English School 
Tel: 205 49 42-3 

■ Milad Language Inst. 
Tel: 888 9265 - 66 


Language Inst. 

Tef:65 00 43-65 50 31 


Legal & Professional 
Consultancy 


yfOM 

■ International 
Consultancy & Service 
Id: *77 1943& *7992*6 I'ir: *77 1*46 


Pizza 


Pizza Express 

IftSnuMn Ni.,S.S»liir»A SI.JUiil**'*drji Sl. 

Tel: *039428 delivery service 

■ Pizzas by 222 

dining / delivery t cany not 
Tel: 252 0061-2520065 


Power Systems 


■ Zener Eng . Company 

UPS & Gen-Sets 

Tel /Fax: 6499641- 676275 


Restaurants 


■ Chinese Restaurant 

.» Ahdo SI, Vnli-r-Arf Ate-Upp- Fn»e"i 
Tel :K90714 - XH90I63 

■ Fardis Rest. (Ex - Swiss) 
Tel: *8285 16 

■ Golden Dragon 
Chinoe Rist. & Infl Party Rnmu #69 
Cuisine of all countries served 
Tel: 205 2501 - 204050* 

B Italian Food/Fresh cut pasta 
7-Soor Restaurant 298 Mirzaie 
Shirazi Ave 8725487-8, Open daily 
11:30 a.m- Catering + Delivery 

■ Japanese Seryna Rest. 
Tel: 877 3735 - 877 6301 

■ Kian's Indian Cuisine 
Catering + Home Delivery 
Pbunc: *09 4029 evening*. 

■ Milano Rest. 

Tel: 220941* - 2213494 

B Narcnjestan Restaurant, 
Continental Cusine 
Open Daily 10 a.m. -12 p.m. 
Chaye-Bagh Restaurant, 

Open air Bjut-M- Open daily 7-12 p.m. 
Vunak Spurts & Cultural Complex, 
Attar St off Vali-e Asr Avt Td: *77 4566 

■ Tandoor Indian Rest 
Tel: K*2 5701, K*2 5705, KK2 0934 


Security Systems 


■ Abtin Dana 

Electronical Research Center 

#h. 3rd nr..2V7 W. Mirdanmd Cxp’wny 
Tel: 222 *773 - *7* K773 


■ Faun Burglar Alarm 

NiriHi t‘»».. fib 0., Hldg. 444. tu chela b 
.\re. 1 Pirb-e-Slu , miran,TeI: 7*23*72 / 4 


Supermarkets 


■ Salehi Supurmarkil ftinnaid 
347 Niavaran Avc. Tel: 270 797 


Translation Services 


■ trfjvemmeni Certified Translators 
Mr.Gramian Tel:222 4064 

■ Harim Translation Firm 
(Jordan St.) Tel: 205 5152 

Khasha Translation Firip 
Tel: 225 93*3- 225 4513 [gr 


Transport Companies 


0 Aramex Int’l Courier 

Tel: 640 3940 - 640 1463 

■ Bar Baran Iran Infl 

Trans. & Forwarding Co.Ltd. 

Tel: (021) 659 021- *855131/2 
Fax: (021) 656 769 

TLv. 222 217 - 213*34 BBIC1R 

■ Bar va Boneh Tehran Co. 

InternationalT ransport 

Tel: 646 6456, 649 3955 Fu\: 646 8039 

■ Caspian IntM Transport 
Tel: KK4I745, *3* 167 Fax:8*4150I 

■ Fakhar Transport Co 

Heavylift, General Cargo 
Tel: 884 7410-13 Fax:835428 

■ Tarighbar 

Int’l Transport Co.Ltd. 

Tel: 6418527 Fax:6413886 

Tlx :226* 1 UT B AR-IR. Tehran. 1 Iran 


Urgent Ambulance 


■ Iran Emdad 

Tel: 643 6662-4 



special discount on your advertisements 
on the occasion of 
Government Week 
offered through Aug. 15 to 31 , 1996 
Take advantage of our special discount to 
put your name and telephone number at the disposal 
of those who need them. Tel/Fax: 878 6477 
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Independent Panel Supports U.N., Blames 
Crisis on Washington 


Nader Has Fought for 
Consumers for 30 Years 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - The 
United Nations can be a useful 
U.S. policy tool but is in crisis 
largely because of Washington’s 
"negative attitude" and consistent 
refusal to pay its dues, a panel of 
independent U.S. experts said 
here recently. 

At a news briefing here, mem- 
bers of Lhe panel which included 
prominent politicians and former 
critics of the United Nations, de- 
tailed the Findings of a report 
which concludes that the United 
Nations "can be a useful and ef- 
fective means to advance U.S. in- 
terests in the world. " 

They intend to take up their 
findings with Congress and the 
Clinton administration in a bid to 
restore bipartisan support for the 
world body which is grappling 
with the worst financial crisis in 
its 51 -year history. 

Team member George Soros, 
the international financier, said 
that "The U.N. is in crisis very 


largely because of the animosity 
towards the U.N., and the non- 
payment of the dues, by the United 
Sratcs. We are arguing that we are 
damaging our own interests by 
doing this." 

John Whitehead, chairman of 
the U.N. Association of the 
United States and a long-time 
U.N. supporter, said he had 
"never seen international resent- 
ment (of the United States) as high 
as it is today over United Nations 
issues. ” 

He said that Washington’s 
"negative altitude” such as its 
"rather brutal discarding” of U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Bou- 
tros-Ghali. and failure to pay ar- 
rears of more than one billion 
dollars, had contributed to that 
perception. 

Washington is threatening to 
veto a second term for the current 
secretary -general. 

The report concludes that the 
current crisis is due mainly be- 


cause member states have failed to 
pay their bills, have given the 
United Nations responsibilities 
without the power to cany them 
out. and have blamed the United 
Nations for failures in national 
policies. 

"The principal way to make the 
United Nations a better organiza- 
tion and to better serve U.S. inter- 
ests is to fix American perceptions 
of what the United Nations is and 
is not, and of what it can and 
cannot do,” the report says. 

"To be sure, the United Na- 
tions needs reform, streamlining 
and cost-cutting. But what it needs 
most is for the major powers to 
agree on when, how and where to 
use it well and wisely.” 

Council of foreign relations ex- 
pert Mort Halperin pointed out 
that the failure in Bosnia which 
was blamed on the United Na- 
tions. "was largely the failure of 
the major powers to know what 
they wanted to do. ” 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Ralph 
Nader, who is now officially the 
Green Party's presidential nomi- 
nee. has crusaded for consumer’s 
rights and against corporate profi- 
teering for 30 years. 

Often portrayed as David 
against Goliath. Nader exhorts 
Americans to uphold "their civic 
responsibility ... we can 't possibly 
have a democracy with a few mil- 
lion Americans and only a handful 
of citizens,” he once said. 

His work has yielded concrete 
results — from scat belts and air 
hags in automobiles to the Free- 
dom of Information Act, upon 
which journalists and others rely 
to geL in formation from the gov- 


To his detractors, 62-year-old 
Nader is something of an anachro- 
nism. The world has changed but 
he .seems frozen in time. And, they 
say, his efforts have brought gov- 
ernment interference and burden- 
some regulations. 


Georgia Sees Its Future with Europe 


Nader’s First struggle against 
the system came at Princeton Uni- 
versity, where he tried to prevent 
the trees on campus from being 
treated with DDT. 

Later he continued his studies 
at Harvard University and opened 
a small law practice in Hartford 
Connecticut. In 1965 he wrote a 
book that made him famous enti- 
tled “Unsafe at Am Speed." It 
accused the U.S. automobile in- 
dustry. and General Motors (GM.) 
especially, of ignoring driver safety 

GM had a detective investigate 
Nader's background, prompting a 
lawsuit by Nader that ended in a 
$425,000 award against GM in his 
favor. 

Nader's crusade as head of a 
battle-ready group of students 
dubbed the "Nader Raiders" has 
taken on the meat and poultry* in- 
dustries, drinking water, and 
safety issues related to oil pipe- 
lines, coal mines and nuclear 
plants. 

His name was mentioned as a 
possible vice presidential candi- 
date on George McGovern ’s^ 1972 


Democratic ticket. . . 

Over the years, Nader estab- 
lished a network of orgutizaedoos 
monitoring Congress, the envi- 
ronment. economic policy- 
health in general. His latest tri- 
umph came in the late 1980s, 
when he forced automobile insur- 
ance companies in California to 
slash their rates. 

Today as in 1965. Nader still 
has the aura of an energetic col- 
lege professor. He dresses pretty 
much the same and has not moved 
out of his modest apartment at 
Washington’s Dupont Circle. 

Unlike the average American. 
Nader has no credit cards, prefers 
his ageing typewriter to a com-** 
puter, does not have a car or a 
stereo and watches a black-and- 
white television. 

He has shunned marriage be- 
cause. he commented: ”1 didn't 
want to be an absentee father or an 
absentee husband.” 

But despite such apparent 
drawbacks. Nader boasts of jiving 
"better than 99 percent of the peo- 
ple on the planet.” 


TBILISI (AFP) - For newcomers 
strolling past the 19th-century op- 
era house and the elegant neoclas- 
sical facades on Rustaveli 
prospect, Georgia’s capital is 
more reminiscent of a town in 
southern Europe than a former 
Soviet republic. 

And these days Georgians and 
their President, Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, feel the same way. 

"This is nothing new, we’ve 
always had close ties with 
Europe." said Dato Kadagishvili, 
a young businessman who runs 
Tbilisi’s only bagel shop. 

Georgia's recent application 
for full membership of the Council 
of Europe, the 39-raetnber body 
that promotes inter-governmental 
and parliamentary cooperation, is 
part of Georgia's swing away 

from Russia and towards integra- 
tion with Europe. 

"Every Georgian believes be’s 
a European . " said Alexander Ron- - 
deli, a professor at Tbilisi State 
University. 

"To be European is the ultimate 
compliment here — ir represents 
everything positive, from civiliza- 
tion to culture to a developed de- 
mocracy," Rondell said. 


For the fun- loving Georgians, 
who have been Christian since the 
4th century, nothing is more natu- 
ral than joining Europe. They say 
they share the same religion, cul- 
ture and historical traditions. 

Georgians, who count many 
playwrights. Film directors and 
artists in their midst, hope to gain 
cultural exchange from increased 
integration with Europe. 

But there are other more prac- 
tical reasons for Georgia to move 
closer to Europe. 

"Membership of the Council of 
Europe is the waiting room for 
becoming a member of the Euro- 
pean Union," said Lana Go- 
goberidze, chairman of Georgia’s 
Five-member parliamentary dele- 
gation to the Council oF Europe. 

"Closer lies are also a guaran- 
tee of our independence and secu- 
rity," Gogoberidze said, referring 
to Georgia’s fledgling democracy 
and sense of statehood, recently 
won after 70 years of Soviet rule. 

It is no secret that Russia was 
loath to part with the oil-rich and 
strategical I\ important trans-Cau- 
casus region after the Soviet Un- 
ion collapsed in 1991. 


But the loss of Georgia, with 
its snow-capped mountains, sub- 
tropical beaches and lush vine- 
yards, was perhaps die hardest to 
bear. 

To this day Shevardnadze, the 
former Soviet Foreign Minister, 
has to play a careful game balanc- 
ing Europe and Russia. 

"Georgia is always looking for 
a protector," said Gbia Nodia, 
head of Tbilisi’s Caucasian Insti- 
tute for Peace, Democracy and 
Development. 

"Georgia has some strong 
neighbors — Turkey and Iran and 
in the past Russia was their pro- 
tector. Now Russia is seen as a 
potential threat and the West as a 
guardian against Russia," Nodia 
said. 

Both Georgia and Armenia 
have been guest members of the 
Council of Europe since May. But 
it is more likely that Georgia will 
get the go ahead for full member- 
ship when the next session meets 
in September than will Armenia or 
Azerbaijan “The trans-Caucasus 

countries are all at different stages 
of development," said Dennis 
Sammut, the director of Vertic, a 


British non-governmental organi- 
zation here. 

"Georgia is the most advanced 
in terms of a free press, a working 
parliament and a good civil society 
and is becoming a model for the 
other two countries," Sammut 
said. 

There is little doubt that Geor- 
gia has made tremendous strides 
since independence in 1991. One 
civil war and two wars of seces- 
sion left a refugee crisis, destruc- 
tion of the infrastructure and an 
economy in shambles. 

Now Georgia has a new and 
stable currency, a democratically 
elected president and parliament 
and a free press. 

Meanwhile Azerbaijan has 
press censorship and a govern- 
ment consisting mainly of Presi- 
dent Heydar Aliyev's relatives 
and close friends. 

The situation in Armenia is lit- 
tle better, where political dissent 
is not encouraged and interna- 
tional observers declared last 
year’s parliamentary elections un- 
fair. 


China Mulls New Laws 
to Control Serious 
Coastal Pollution 


BEUING (AFP) - China is to im- 
plement tough plans to curb the 
discharge of waste water around 
its coasts, a type of pollution re- 
sponsible for the death of some 80 
percent of coral reefs, the China 
daily said yesterday. 

Some 80 percent of coastal pol- 
lution comes from the nine billion 
tons ol untreated water including 
1 .46 million tons of sewage 
and petroleum products, that an- 
nually flow into the seas from 
coastal towns, it said. The results 
of a recem survey on ocean water 
and the seabed is expected to 
spawn tough laws that will aim to 
halt and then reverse a problem 
that has destroyed 80 percent of 
China’s coral reefs and 70 percent 
of its mangrove swamps. 

"Offshore ecosystems have 
been seriously damaged by these 
discharges, particularly coral 
reefs and mangroves, both of 


which play important parts in the 
sea’s self-purification," the paper 
quoted experts as saying. 

Many cities in China are con- 
cealed under a haze of atmos- 
pheric pollution that has caused a 
dramatic increase in respiratory 
diseases such as asthma and bron- 
chitis. 

Much of the pollution is con- 
centrated in coastal areas, the 
birthplaces of China’s economic 
boom and still the focus of much 
government and overseas invest- 
ment because of their convenient 
transport links. * 


China has recently promul- 
gated a clutch of laws to curb 
pollution and ordered hundred of 
small paper mills to close or install 
facilities to treat the milli ons of 
tons of chemical-contaminated 
water they discharge into the 
country’s major rivers. 


Bush Hunters Patrol Where Police 


tern 


Fear to Tread 


ABIDJAN (AFP)* - Frustrated by 
the inability of the police to pre- 
vent a growing spate of violent 
crime in their area, residents of 
A bo bo. a populous working-class 
district of Abidjan, have called on 
a brotherhood of bush hunters 
known as Dozos to secure their 
streets. 

Around midnight, before each 
patrol, the Dozos prepare them- 
selves for their night’s work. All 
wear traditional costumes, some 
embellished with cowries shells, 
mirror fragments and gazelle 
horns. They are armed with an- 
cient and unreliable muskets that 
spew out great clouds of smoke 
when fired. 

Crouched in the middle of a 
crossroads, one of the hunters 
mutters incantations as he leans 
over his fetish, a mysterious head- 
less bird. The others reply by 
blowing whistles that imitate ani- 
mal noises. 


As a gunshot echoes through 
the city’s empty streets the group 
of 20 breaks up into units of four 
before beginning the patrols. 

The sharp-eyed posses make 
their way imposingly down dark, 
tumbledown streets, moving with- 
out fear or hesitation. When a 
figure appears in the gloom, the 
Dozos of one unit point their 
torches and interrogate a startled 
man. 

"Are you a night watchman? 
No? Then go home!" 

Other residents are frisked, 
their hands in the air in a gesture 
of submission. A man in search of 
a late night snack is manhandled 
back to his house. Had he been a 
bandit, the hunters would have 
lied him up and escorted him to 
the police station. 

It is four months since the trad- 
ers of Abobo asked the head of 
Abidjan’s Association of Hunters 
to engage the Dozos, who already 


"protect" several upcountiy vil- 
lages against thieves and latter- 
day highwaymen. 

Sometimes they go over the 
top: local newspapers regularly 
report tales of the hunters' brutal- 
ity. 

Their presence in Abidjan is 
nevertheless appreciated. 

"It was becoming impossible 
here. The bandits enjoyed a reign 
of terror. They’re not afraid of the 
police, but they know they can’t 
do anything with the Dozos 
around," said one of Abobo ’s 
600.000 residents. 

These hunters, . also found in 
Mali, Burkina Faso and northern 
Ivory Coast, undergo a long and 
secret initiation ceremony they 
claim makes them invulnerable. 

"The longest part is learning to 
become invincible, ” said one initi- 
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"What we have that the police 
don’t is magic," added another. 
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* Promptness 

* Preciseness 

* Punctuality 

Saks 6c Rentals We’ll work harder lor voii 


W« offer? ■Apts, •®%>- VShts, Offices 
For further hfformatum. 

Pis. ask for Mr. Nia 


204 - 0177 

205 - 4136 


British Airways 


The world’s favourite airline 

Vali-e-Asr At e. Opposite Park Rfleliat, Saveb St, No.1 Sayeh Building 

Tel: 204 4552 Fax: 204 0927 



SOGOL 


Daily Tehran 


"Attention Foreigners 
Residing in Iran" 

Exclusive for your vacations 

Sogol Tour & Travel Agency 

has arranged fantastic domestic 
and overseas tours & tickets and 
visa for individuals and groups. 
Sightseeing Excursion operated from 
March 21st 


Try & You Tl fieoer forget 


Tehran Kowsar Hotel 
Golden Lion Chinese Restaurant 
A selection of original Chinese 
delicacies in a pleasant 
atmosphere along with nice 

traditional nuisic 

Add: No. B Khosrow Khavar Ave., Vali-e-Asr sq., Kowsar Hotel 

Tel: 898 121-5, 898 371-5 




Romance 

your home, office, ceremonies 

t forth 

the most beautiful 
flower arrangements 

Just call us 

And we will deliver your order anywhere 

* — niM 

OVT Fax: 205 7980 



Purchase & Sales 

Attention all exporters , apothecaries , 
and consumers of domestic and 
foreign herbal medicines . At lowest 
prices . Wholesale or retail . 

10 Ashkestan Poor , Hekmat SL, 
Shariati SL, Tehran 
Telefax: 223 7722 


Reservation: 

o English/French: Miss. Pooneh 
o English/German: Miss. Sabet 
» English/Italian: Miss. Farhi 
Address: No. 65, corner of Zohreh St, Modarres 
Exp’vvav, Tehran. 

Postcode: 15887 Jel: 009821-884 9082/85 

P.0.B0X: 16315-439 FOX: 00982 1-884 9086 


TAN DOOR 

Indian Restaurant < 
Hotel Tehran Sara' 

the only authentic 
Indian cuisine 

Indian management 
Mofateh Ave.. Ardalan 
Street , opposite 
Shiroudt Stadium 

Open 7 days a week 
8825705,8825701. 
8820954 


ADVERTISE IN IRAN NEWS 

TEL: 878 6477 - 888 8*78 - 888 8148 FOX: 878 6475 




HOUSING AGENCY 

We Offer You the Best, 

Tel: 873 2829 
876 1030 
875 1516 

Mr. Faramarzi 
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We wish to extend our congratulations on the 

occasion of materialization of 
Mashhad-Sorakhs-Tajan railway project to the 
Islamic Government of Iran and all Iranian 

VENTIS ' 

ENERGIETECHNIK 
AAD & BARG G.M.B.H 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

CHAD BAAD, BARG AND NOOR 

GOSTAR COMPANY 
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Manufacturing 

Applicable in power stations, 
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First 

Convention of 
Cultural 
Attaches 

UtLV SEWS ART DESK 

TEHRAN - The first convention of 
officials in charge of cuituraJ af 
fairs outside Iran was held at die 
Organization of Islamic Culture 
ind Relations in Tehran Monday. 
The convention is to review poli- 
cies and practices for cultural work 
outside Iran. 

Judiciary Head Ayatollah Mo- 
hammad Yazdi congratulated the 
formation of the Organization of 
Islamic Culture and Relations, say- 
ing that the organization's princi- 
pal function was to prevent 
duplicity of same work by parallel 
organizations. 

Ayatollah Yazdi said cultural 
officials should rely on Islam and 
(he Islamic Republic, resting as- 
sured that they can engage in cul- 
.ural activities in the four comers 
of the world. 

He hoped that the Islamic Re- 
public would shortly have cultural 
attaches throughout the world, 
IRNA reported. 

Participants in the convention 
on Monday also paid a visit to the 
holy shrine of Imam Khomeini in 
tribute to his memory. 

Museum 
About Ho 
Chi Minh 
Trail 

HANOI (AFP) - Vietnam is to 
build a museum about the Ho Chi 
Minh trail, the 2.000 kilometer 
( 1.200-mile) supply route hacked 
out of the jungle that the United 
States found impossible to block 
off. a report said Wednesday (Au- 
gust 14). 

The trail, actually a network of 
dozens of criss-crossing jungle 
routes that stretched deep into 
•leighboring Laos and Cambodia, 
ivas a vital lifeline for communist 
-orces fighting the South Viel- 
.amese and the United Stales. 

The museum will be built at 
fen Nghia Commune, an old. 
(aging post for troops heading 
•oullv. located 15 kilometers (nine 
niles) outside Hanoi. It will also 
e a center for studying the 
Truong Son regiment, an engi- 
tccring corp that hacked the trail 
ml of live mountainous jungle, the 
.'iemam news agency said. 

U.S. forces repeatedly carpel 
lombed the trail but were unable 
o completely cut off the slow 
tickle of men and armaments that 
:onstuntJy flowed down the ever 
.‘iianging supply line. 

For troops, the trail was an ar- 
duous trek tluit could lake several 
no nil is depending on the season. 
.\i(h the constant risk of bombing 
runs or disease. 

Work is due to begin in Octo- 
ber and is aimed to be completed 
by I MW for opening during cele- 
brations lor the 40ih anniversary 
of (he construction of lire trail in 
I960. 


Sacred Struggle Festival of Film and. Photography 

Encouraging the Creative Impulse 



IRAN NEH S ART DESK 

T he first Sacred Struggle Fes- 
tival of Film and Pltoiogra- 
phy will be staged in Tehran from 
August 23 - 29. 

Scyed Aiirczn Sajjadpoor. the 
director of the Sacred Struggle 
Festival staled at a press confer- 
ence on Monday that die festival 
is being organized with the objec- 
tive of presenting films that de- 
pict the achievements of the 
government specially in ihe re- 
construction period and point out 
the effects of the government's 
measures in promoting produc- 
tion and reaching self-sufficiency. 

The cinematic-photographic 
event is also being held with the 
aim of encouraging film direc- 
tors. producers, and the creators 
of video programs. Sajjadpoor 
added. 

According to the festival di- 
rector. die festival will be organ- 
ized in three main sections. 

A. Film and video section, in- 
cluding competitions of 3 5 mm 
feature-length films. 16 & 35mm 
short and feature-length films, 
and video programs with narra- 
tive. documentary and news con- 
tents. 

B. Photo contest involving 



Festival Director Sajjadpoor 


color as well as black and white 
images. 

C. The third section will in- 
cludes other forms of artistic en- 
deavors that could express the 
objectives of lire festival. 

A total of 31 feature-length 
films and about 1700 minutes of 


video programs were accepted by 
the festival's selection committee 
for the film and video section 
which included Mahmud Gabr- 
loo. Hossein Hosseinkhani and 
Mohammad Dastgerdi. 

The selection committee for 
the Photo Contest section, com- 


prising Mohammad Ahmadi and 
Saeed Sadeqi, picked 69 images 
for the final stage of the contest 
out of a total of 570 photographs 
submitted to the festival bureau. 

Members of the jury for the 
film and video section are AJi 
Akbar Ash’ari, Dr. Mohammad 
Rajabi, Hamid Khakbazan, Nader 
Talebzadeh and Javad 
Shamaqdari who will be award- 
ing prizes in the foDowing cate- 
gories: 

♦Best direction of a feature- 
length film 

♦Best direction of a short film 

♦Best direction of a documen- 
tary' video program 

♦Best direction of a documen- 
tary film 

♦Best direction of a reportage 
video program 

♦Best direction of a news 
video program 

♦Best direction of an adver- 
tisement film 

♦Best producer of a feature- 
length or short film or a video 
program 

♦And the Special Jury Prize. 

’ The jury for the Photo Contest 
section, including Mohammad 
Ahmadi. Saeed Sadeqi and Ab- 
dollah Zaviye, will award prizes 
to the best photographer, best pro- 
ducer of photographs and 5 crea- 
tors of superior images. 

A number of exhibitions of 
photographs related to the gov- 
ernment projects will also be or- 
ganized during the festival days. 

Festival entries in the film sec- 
tion will be screened at Africa 
and Kowsar movie theaters. . 


Chamber Opera at Cologne City Theater 

Progressive Loss of Visual Cognition 

C ologne s city theaters have a 
director-general again since 
the start of the 1995/96 season. As 
in other German cities where com- 
panies present opera, ballet, and 
plays, people Itavc become more 
cost-conscious in the Rhine me- 
tropolis. With the departure of Mi- 
chael Hampc as opera director, 
both houses came under Gunter 
Kiiinicr. previously tire theater in- 
tendani. It is hoped that such syn- 
ergy will both make possible more 
economically efficient work and 
bear artistic fruil. 

A lorctttslc of (lie prospect of 
new possibililies opening up 
came Iasi December when the 
workshop, a 'small subsidiary 
stage al (lie theater, was used fora 
musical perform; nice for (he first 
time 

Michael Nyman's "The Man 
who Mistook his Wife fora Hal", 
a chamber opera based on neu- 
rologist Oli\cr Sacks' celebrated 
case study and premiered in 1 986. 
is more a music-tlteater aper^u 

Ilian an actual opera but was ideal "The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat", chamber opera by Michael Nyman. A scene with 
for this occasion. Tlircc singers Ulrich Hielscher, Andrea Andonian, and Salvatore Champagne. 
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ROME (AFP) - llirec people 
were arrested and seven others 
were being questioned after Ital- 
ian police discovered a series of 
stolen and forged artworks in Italy 
and abroad, police said Saturday 
(August 17V 

Among the works recovered 
* . as a valuable book from the be- 
ginning of (he 16th centuiy. stolen 


Station Artworks 


at the end of the 1970s front tite 
Ora to nano Dei Girolamini Li- 
brary in the southern city of 
Naples The book was discovered 
in antique shop there. - 

During three months of enquir- 
ies. police also found in a New 
York antique shop a fragment of a 
snicopliagus which disappeared 
from (lie catacombs of San Cal- 


listo in Rome in December 1990. 

in alL 187 archaeological 
items, two marble statues, a valu- 
able chandelier and 115 forged 
paintings by "old masters" were 
seized by police, including a large 
number of fake paintings attrib- 
uted to important contemporary 
painters recovered in several 
Rome galleries. 


and seven musicians were di- 
rected by Uwe Heigenroder in a 
set by Ulrich Schulz which mas- 
terfully captured the atmosphere 
or the original. 

The tragedy and absurdity of 
P, a professor of music who suf- 
fers from progressive loss of ca- 
pacity for visual cognition, 
become obvious to blurs distinc- 
tions between space, object, and 
the person involved. This- atmos- 
phere simultaneously reflects the 


English composer’s accessible 
minimalis t harmonies. 

Even if the piece may be clas- 
sified as being all too musically 
accommodating, when presented 
in a suitable staging as now in" 
Cologne it offers surprising and 
moving moments, and seems ab- 
solutely suitable for attracting in- 
terest in the otherwise tricky 
genre of modem opera. So a step 
in the right direction for Cologne. 
(Courtesy KULTURCHRQNIK) 


South Korea 
Set to Arrest 
Novelist for 
Drunken 
Venture into 
North 

SEOUL (AFP) - South Korean 
prosecutors on Monday sought an 
arrest warrant for a novelist who 
was handed back to the South Sat- 
urday after straying into North 
Korea from China during a drink- 
ing spree. 

The writer, former dissident 
Kim Young, 38, better known by 
his pen name Kim Ha-Gi, was 
whiskedoff by security officials at 
Seoul's Kirapo Airport on Satur- 
day after being returned through 
China after his escapade. 

He said on arrival home that he 
had been "under the influence of 
alcohol” when he disappeared 
from a North Korean restaurant in 
the Chinese border area of Jangji 
on July 31, but was "very happy 
to be home. ” 

The warrant was sought be- 
cause it is believed that Kim had 
"intentionally" crossed over ille- 
gally into the North, despite his 
claim that he had been drunk at the 
time, a prosecution official told 
AFP Monday. 

i The Agency for National Secu- 
rity Planning, formerly known as 
the KCIA, would continue to in- 
vestigate the incident, the official 
said. 

South Korea's draconian but 
vague national security law bars 
with the threat of heavy jail sen- 
tences unauthorized visits to the 
communist North, espousing or 
spreading North Korean ideolc^y 
and acting against state s&.- . . 

North Korea on Tuesday said it 
would release Kim on humanitar- 
ian grounds although he had 
"committed a very serious crime. " 

Kim told reporters on Saturday 
northern officials had tried to per- 
suade him to stay there once they 
had established his identity, but 
that he had refused and asked to 
be returned home. 

Kim. once jailed in the South 
as a dissident, has written most of 
his novels about the fate of long- 
term prisoners in the South, jailed 
for decades for refusing to re- 
nounce communism. 

Theft of the .„ 
Royal 
Bracelet 

LONDON (AFP): Ail IKth cen- 
tury bracelet worth up to 41), 000 
pounds (611.000 dollars.) has been 
stolen from a display cabinet at 
Buckingham Palace, a palace 
spokeswoman said. 

The pearl bracelet, featuring a 
miniature portrait of King George 
IJL is part of the royal collection, 
the spokeswoman added. 

The theft was discovered when 
a member of the staff noticed the 
lock on the cabinet had been 
forced. 

It had been suggested that a 
visiting member of the public 
might be responsible, but the theft 
was discovered on July 26 - be- 
fore the palace opened to the pub- 
lic for a limited period over the 
summer, the palace spokeswoman 
said. 

The queen has been told and 
Scotland Yard is investigating the 
crime, which is thouglit to be the 
First major theft within the palace. 
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LONDON (AFP) - Britain's royal 
family was yesterday reported to 
be re-examining itself with an eye 
toward a leaner, meaner, more 
user-friendly monarchy going into 
the 2 1st century. 

#■ Said to be under consideration 
were royal women’s rights to sue- 
cession, interfaith marriage and an 
end to the much-criticized civil 
list, the 8.7 million pounds ($13 
million) in annual stipends to royal 
family member: 

Buckingham palace was char- 
acteristically taciturn. A spokes- 
woman confirmed senior royal 
family members and advisers were 
invojved in ’’ongoing discussions" 
on the development of the monap 
chy. 

She refused to elaborate, or to 
comment on: a newspaper report 
that fundamental changes in the 
constitutional position of the mon- 
archy .were under study. 

A report in The Sun yesterday, 
quoting government sources, said- 


Look at Itself 


Queen Elizabeth ILhad set up a 
secret palace committee called the 
Way Ahead 1 Group” to examine 
fundamental changes that would 
ease the royal family’s way into the 
next century. 

These, said the paper, notably 
included scrapping the civil list 
payments in return for the restora- 
tion to the royals of the crown es- 
tates of the Duchy of Lancaster. 
The property would produce tax- 
able income of around 60 million 
pounds ($90 million) a year. 

Also under scrutiny, said the 
paper, was the idea of allowing 
women equal rights to succeed to 
the throne. Today only the eldest 
son of the monarch may take the 
throne. That, under the new roles, 
could be changed to the eldest 
child without gender restriction. 

The Sun said changes under 
consideration also included 
streamlining the royal family it- 
self. limiting it by definition to the 
monarch, the consort, their chil- 


Former Arkansas Governor 
Gets Four Years* Probation 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
(AFP) - Former Arkansas Gover- 
nor Jim Guy Tucker escaped a 
prison term and was sentenced to 
four years’ probation for fraud re- 
lated to the Whitewater affair that 
has dogged President Bill Clinton. 

Judge George Howard indi- 
cated that the comparatively leni- 
ent sentence was given because of 
Tucker’s ill health. Doctors testify- 
ing in the case said Tucker would 
probably die soon if he did not 
undergo a liver transplant. 

Howard said "Tucker has a 
multitude of serious medical prob- 
lems" and conceded that if he un- 
derwent a liver transplant "he 
would need trained assistance that 
he would not receive in prison." 

"The court is convinced that a 
sanction requiring imprisonment 
** would be as cruel as the grave," 
Howard said Monday. 

In addition to the suspended 
four-year sentence. Tucker was 
fined £25.000 and ordered to pay 
$150,000 in restitution to the U.S. 
Small Business Administration, 
which lost money in a transaction 
in which he was involved.- 

He was also put under house 
arrest for 1 8 months and ordered to 
prepare papers on the subjects of 
^self-respect and the value of edu- 
cation and to deliver them to 
schools in the area. 

H 1 think the court took into con- 
sideration the very' extraordinary 
fact that l have a life-threatening 
disease arid a sentence of imprison- 
ment would have meant the death 
penalty.” Tucker told reporters. 

The prosecution had asked for a 
"substantial prison sentence” and a 


stiff fine. Tucker could have faced 
a jail term of up to 10 years and a 
$500,000 fine. 

Nevertheless. Tucker indicated 
he would proceed with an appeal 
of his conviction in the case. 
Tucker was convicted in May and 
resigned as governor in July. 

Earlier Monday, the sentencing 
of James McDougal, a former 
business partner of Clinton, was 
postponed until November * i8. 
McDougal’s ex-wife Susan 
McDougal was scheduled to be 
sentenced Tuesday. 

The move seemed to confirm 
recent reports that McDougal is 
~ow cooperating with Whitewater 
. rosecutors in exchange for a rec- 
ommendation of leniency. 

Tucker and the McDougals 
were convicted on may 28 of in- 
volvement in fraudulent loans 
made in the 1980s when Tucker 
was a private citizen and the 
McDougals owned a savings and 
loan association. 

The case, which included a 
taped testimony from Clinton, was 
the first clear victory in inde- 
pendent counsel Kenneth Starr’s 
longstanding investigation of the 
Whitewater affair that has been 
dogging the president since he was 
elected to the White House in 
1992. 

During the trial all three defen- 
dants said they were victims of a 
political trial by independent coun- 
sel Kenneth Starr, a Republican 
who they alleged was hoping to 
embarrass Clinton, a Democrat. 

Clinton and his wife Hillary, 
were once business partners of the 
McDougals in a failed real estate 
development called Whitewater: 


Crucial Indian state Elections 
in October 

.NEW DELHI (AFP) - India’s wanted voting to end before the 

Viku.1 .Inin «inI 1 nn >n iKo . _ UinJn focliunl epaenn in 


. * . S: 


^rnosi populous state will go to the 
polls in October in an election 
which could affect the future of 
Pfitne Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda’s government, a newspa- 
per reported here Saturday. 
Sprawling northern Uttar 
Pradesh, home (o 140 million peo- 
ple, will hold the state government 
election on October 3, 6 and 9, the 
Hindustan Tiroes reported. Offi- 
cials were not available to com- 
ment on the report. 

The daily said the election 
commission and the Horae Minis- 
try, which is responsible for pro- 
viding security during polling, 
#■ 


start of a Hindu festival season in 
October. 

Uuar Pradesh, like troubled 
northern Kashmir, is presently 
ruled directly by New Delhi. The 
state was placed under direct rule 
after its government collapsed in 
October 1 995 amid internal bick- 
ering. 

The Hindu nationalist Bhara- 
tiya Janata Party (BJP), the coun- 
try's main opposition, has vowed 
to take power in Uttar Pradesh. 
Political analysts say a BJP victory 
could bring pressure on Deve 
Gowda’s United Front coalition 
See Page 13 


drert and those grandchildren who 
are direct heirs to the throne. 

The queen’s committee, ac- 
cording to The Sun, was also 
studying the possibility of scrap- 
ping the three-century-old ban on 

heirs to the throne from manying 
Catholics. 

The monarch’s traditional role 
as head of the Church of England 
was also under the microscope, 
said the report. 

The palace spokeswoman said 
“strategic issues" affecting the 
royal family were regularly dis- 
cussed by the queen, the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s household and the 
Prince of Wales's household. 

She said such meetings had pro- 
duced, in recent years, the much- 
publicized decisions to reduce the 
civil list, for the queen to pay tax, 
opening Buckingham Palace to 
visitors, granting greater access to 
the royal collection and funding 
the restoration of Windsor Castle 
after the fire. 
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"The discussion of strategic is- 
sues goes on regularly in this as in 
other organizations," said the 
spokeswoman. "It is a process of 
discussion of major issues, involv- 
ing the government as necessaiy . " 

"As to the actual content of 
what is being discussed now, we 
are not going into any detail," she 
said. "It is worth pointing out that 
one of the reasons the monarchy 


has lasted for over 1,000 years is 
that it is able to adapt and change.” 

The Sun said the idea of the Way 
Ahead Group originated in 1992, 
the year the queen described as her 
"anus horrible,” a year that saw the 
marriages of two of her children 
fail apart, her favorite residence 
gurred by fine and a lively debate 
on the future of the monarchy. 


Green Party Taps Consumer 
Advocate Nader for President 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Pioneer 
consumer advocate Ralph Nader 
accepted Monday the fledgling 
Green Party's nomination and 
urged Americans to defect from 
the corporate-directed Republican 
and Democratic parties. 

The tireless defender of con- 
sumer and civil rights gave a two 
and half hour acceptance speech to 
some 400 enthusiastic party fol- 
lowers in a University of Califor- 
nia Los Angeles auditorium. 

To Green Party voters asked 
why they are being "spoilers” by 
taking votes away from the Demo- 
cratic Parts-. Nader instructed them 
to say "you can't spoil a system 
that is spoiled to the core." 

"Tell them: We are sick and 
tired of being told every four years 
we have to choose between bad 
and worse. And every four years it 
just gets worse." said Nader, 62, 
who spoke like an energetic col- 
lege professor. 

His speech wrapped up the 
Green Party's five-day National 
Conference billed as "Building Criti- 
cal Mass, Green Gathering *96." 
lie was the party's first presiden- 
tial candidate. 

The Cireen Party was formed in 
l l )84 and has won a few local seats, 
particularly in Alaska and the west, 
but has not successfully fielded a 
candidate for national office. 

Nader has no chance ofwinning 
but is on the ballot in 12 states and 
activists say they hope to have him 
on the ballot in 25 states by No- 
vember. More importantly, he is on 
the ballot in New York and Cali- 
fornia where he could take crucial 
votes from President Bill Clinton. 

If Nader w ere to get seven per- 
cent of the state's votes, as one poll 
showed, by siphoning off liberals 
disappointed with the president, 
his presence in the race could push 
the state into a win for former sen- 
ate majority leader Bob Dole. 

"A vote for Ralph Nader is a 
vote for Bob Dole." said Bill Press, 
a former chairman of the Demo- 
cratic Party. 

Clinton is currently leading his 
Republican rival by a sturdy 20 
percentage points in California 
opinion polls. 

Nader says that the prospect of 
the Republicans winning was not 
his problem. "Both parties have 
spoiled and destroyed Democratic 
politics in our country." 

Both Nader’s breezy style and 


the relaxed gathering of people 
crossing the age spectrum here, 
many dressed in- sandals and tee- 
shirts, stood in sharp contrast to the 
starched, made-for-TV Republi- 
can Convention. 

Nearly 1 5,000 reporters 

showed up in San Diego For the 
Republican Convention last week 
for a highly scripted event. About 
two dozen reporters, nearly ail of 
them local, showed up for the 
Green gathering. 

Even the press passes were 
printed on recycled paper. There 
were no teleprompters or police 
motorcades. Red, white and blue 
balloons did not descend from the 
ceiling and the gathering was any- 
thing but choreographed. 

Standing on a black stage, 
Nader took aim at the lavishly or- 
chestrated Republican convention 
that was largely financed by corpo- 
rate donations, noting he accepts 
no donations. 

Republican presidential candi- 
date Bob Dole and his running 
mate Jack Kemp "sailed in to San 
Diego on a sea of corporate cash. 
It’s a wonder they didn’t fall off 
their seats." he said to cheers and 
chants in the audience. 

Supporters, including one who 


had died his hair green, waved 
signs (hat read "Fight Corporate 
Power," "Go Nader Go" and "Vote 
for a Change." Some held up pic- 
tures of the White House with a 
’for sale’ sign on it. 

Nader, who 'gained attention 
with his book attacking unsafe 
autos in the 1960s, could affect the 
campaign in California, whose 
3 1 .4 million residents represent 12 
percent of the U.S. population and 
a similarnumberofelectora! votes. 

He made no apologies to Demo- 
crats as the traditional camp for 
liberals but he did take pot shots at 
Republican speakers who be- 
moaned giving wel fere benefits to 
low-income people while leaving 
"corporate welfare" intact. 

"It’s those rich guys on welfare, 
they’re the ones eating you out of 
house and home," he said, referring 
to corporate tax credits and tax 
loopholes. 

Nader also lashed out for Re- 
publicans zealously waving the 
banner of family values. 

"The rightwingers talk about 
family values. They ought to talk 
about corporate values smashing 
family values,” he said, blaming 
corporations for sacrificing public 
safety and health for profits. 


The Russian 
Government List 


MOSCOW (AFP) - Here is an 
updated list of the new Russian 
government after the appointment 
Saturday of Vladimir Fonov to the 
posi of deputy prime minister in 
charge of science. 

First Deputy Prime Ministers: 
Vladimir Potanin, in charge of 
economic affairs Viktor Ilyushin, 
in charge of social affairs Alexei 
Bolshakov, in charge of industrial 
affairs 

Deputy Prime Ministers: 
Alexander Livshits also fi- 
nance minister. Oleg Davydov 
also minister for foreign economic 
relations, Vladimir Babychev 
head of the government admini- 
stration, Vitaly Ignatenko in 
charge of information, Alexander 
Zaveryukha in charge of agricul- 
ture, Valery Serov in charge of 
relations with the CIS, Oleg Lo- 
bov in charge of transport and 
housing, Vladimir Fonov in 


charge of science 1 
Ministers: 

Foreign Affairs: Yevgeny Pri- 
makov, Interior: Anatoly 

Kulikov. * Defense: Igor 

Rodionov. Economy: Yevgeny 
Yasin, Finance: Alexander 
Livshits. Agriculture: Viktor 
Khlystun. Justice: Valentin Kova- 
lyov. Emergency Situations: Ser- 
gei Shoigu, Nationalities: 
Vyacheslav Mikhailov, Atomic 
Energy: Viktor Mikhailov. La- 
bour: Gennady Melikyan. Trans- 
port: Nikolai Tsakh, Housing: 
Yefim Basin, Communications: 
Vladimir Bulgak, Professional 
Training: Vladimir Kinelev. Mili- 
tary Industry: Zinovy Pak, Minis- 
terial Posts still to be announced: 
Energy. Industry, Public Health. 
Culture. Natural resources. Rail- 
ways, cooperation with the CIS. 
Head of the Federal Security Serv- 
ice: Nikolai Kovalyov 


Israel 

Kidnapped Four 
Lebanese After 
Loss of Mossad 
Agent 

JERUSALEM (AFP) - Israel kid- 
napped four Lebanese who handed 
over to Syria a Mossad intelligence 
agent involved in the assassination ' 
of a leading Palestinian Islamic 
militant, Yediot Aharonot newspa- 
per reported Tuesday. 

The Mossad agent, a Palestin- 
ian recruited four years ago while 
studying in Bulgaria, was a source 
of information which led to the 
murder in Malta last October of 
Islamic Jihad Chief Fathi Shakaki. 
it said. 

The killing is believed to have 
been the work of an Israeli hit 
squad. 

The four Lebanese were ab- 
ducted on February 22, at the of 
ders of Israel's previous Jbbor 
government, after an investigation 
by the secret services and are still 
being held at an undisclosed loca- 
tion in Israel. 

The Supreme Court turned down 
an appeal for their release two 
months ago for security reasons, 
the paper said, without specifying 
where the initial arrests took place. 

Another Mossad agent was ar- 
rested in Syria just before the anti- 
terrorist summit held in the 
Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm 
el-Sheikh in March 1996, the 
Yediot said. 

Among the most prominent 
Lebanese abducred by Israel are 
Sheikh Abdel Karim Obeid, a 
leader of the Hezbullah who was 
seized in July 1989, and another 
Muslim chief, Mustafa Dirani, in 
May 1994. 

Both are still being held in Is- 
rael. 

Iraq Turns 
Deaf Ear to 
Jordan’s 
Allegations 

BAGHDAD (AFP) - Iraq on 
Tuesday turned a deaf ear to King 
Hussein’s accusations that Bagh- 
dad was behind riots in southern 
Jordan over increased bread 
prices. 

Official newspapers, state-run 
television and government offi- 
cials made no response to the ac- 
cusations. and only Babel 
newspaper, run by President Sad- 
dam Hussein's eldest son Uday, 
reported the riots on Tuesday. 

King Hussein accused elements 
linked to Iraq of having stirred up 
the riots which erupted Iasi week 
in Jordan after the more-ihan-dou- 
bling in the price of bread. 

Tcyssir Honisi. the head of the 
Jordanian branch of the Arab So- 
cialist Baaih Party which is pro- 
Iraqi. on Monday denied any 
involvement in the troubles. 

The United States was unable 
to confirm King Hussein's charge 
that Iraqi sympathizers had fo- 
mented the violence. 

In Amman, officials said 14 
Baaih Party members were de- 
tained as were 13 members of 
Hashad. a leftist party close to 
Damascus-based radical Palestin- 
ian group the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP). 

Iraq's relations with Jordan, 
which had been accused of sup- 
porting Baghdad during the 1991 
Persian Gulf War, deteriorated af- 
ter senior Iraqi officials defected 
to Amman last year. 
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Christie’s Farewell 
a Disappointment 


GATESHEAD, ENGLAND 
(AFP) - Former Olympic sprint 
champion Linford Christie's fare- 
Veil international appearance in 
front of British fans proved a dis- 
appointing anti-climax on Monday 
night when Christie was injured in 
the 200 meters and then withdrew 
from the 1 00 meters. 

The meet was advertised as 36- 
year-old Christie's final appear- 
ance in Britain before his 
retirement, although the unpre- 
dictable 1 992 Olympic 100 meters 
gold medallist suggested he may 
yet decide to continue next season. 

Christie, who was disqualified 
from the Atlanta 1 00 meters final 
after two false starts, was beaten 
into second place by fellow Briton 
John Regis in the COO on Monday 
night and then withdrew from the 
shorter sprint, citing a twisted 
knee. 

Regis clocked 20.62 in the 200. 
edging out Christie by two-hun- 
dredths of a second. 

"When you run in front of peo- 
ple like this it makes you not want 
to leave." said the enigmatic Chris- 
tie. "I've been around for a long 
time and at the end of the season I 
will sit down and see where 1 am 
going." 

Christie said he would make 
himself available for next year's 
European Cup in Munich, but no 
other international events. 

Monday's meeting was a con- 
test between Britain and an inter- 
national select team, but only a 
handful of real stars were on show. 

Olympic champion Donovan 
Bailey of Canada won the 100 me- 
ters in 1 0. 19sec with Scotsman Ian 
Mackic second in 10.25. 

World record holder Jonathan 
Edwards of Britain beat Olympic 
champion Kenny Harrison of the 
United States in the men’s triple 
jump, for the second time in a 
week. 

Edwards cleared 17.38 meters 



GATESHEAD, ENGLAND: Unford Christie supports an injured 
knee after finishing the 2Q0m final in Gateshead August 19. The 
injury forced Christie to pull out of the 100m race later in the 
evening. 

(AFP Photo) 


to win from compatriot Francis 
Agyepong (16.62) and Harrison, 
who jumped a disappointing 
16.60. 

American Allen Johnson, an- 
other Atlanta gold medallist, won 
ahead of Britons Tony Jarrett 
the 400 meters hurdles in 13J25sec, 


( 1 3.33) and Colin Jackson ( 1 3.43). 

Atlanta silver medallist Roger 
Black, meanwhile, delighted the 
crowd of around 1 1 ,000 with a vic- 
tory over American Derek Mills in 
the 400 meters in a time of 
44.64sec. 


McManaman Goals Give 
Liverpool Victory 


LONDON (AFP) - England inter- 
national Steve McManaman struck 
twice midway through the second 
half to lift Liverpool to a 2-0 vic- 
tory over defensive-minded visi- 
tors Arsenal in an English 
Premiership match at Anfield on 
Monday night. 

Midfielder McManaman 
opened the scoring in the 68th min- 
ute when he collected a clever pass 
from John Barnes, on the left, con- 
trolled the ball cleverly and then 
saw his shot deflected off defender 
Steve Bould past goalkeeper David 
Seaman. 

Just two minutes after scoring, 
McManaman jinxed his way past 
several challenges but shot nar- 
rowly wide. 

He then found the net again in 
the 74th minute b\ cleverly creat- 
ing a chance for Barnes, whose 
fierce drive was blocked by Sea- 
man. The ball rebounded again to 
McManaman. who drove the ball 
home low. 

The match was played at a fre- 
netic pace, with both teams show- 
ing considerablv more enthusiasm 
than skill at first. 

Liverpool, with McManaman 
dangerous wide on the right, were 
able to dominate possession, but 
rarclv pui Arsen. 1 1 under pressure 
early on. 

The home team forced a series 


of first-half comers, but none of 
them yielded the required result. 

Liverpool then lifted their 
teamwork after halftime and their 
win, which followed a 3-3 away 
draw with Middlesbrough on Sat- 
urday, was well deserved. 

Robbie Fowler went close to 
increasing the margin of victory 
but his shot flew across the face of 
the goal, while substitute Lee 
Jones missed by inches in the dy- 
ing seconds. 

"We passed it round in the sec- 
ond half and took our chances." 
McManaman said. "It was just a 
case of being patient." 

O'Brien 
Leads Open 
Wild Cards 

NEW YORK (AFP) - Alex 
O'Brien, coming off his first ATP 
victory, and four-time U.S. Open 
doubles champion Pam Shriver 
were among 16 united states play- 
ers named Monday as wild card 
entries for this year’s U.S. Open. 

O’bricn was rated 169th when 
he won the ATP International final 
on Sunday, becoming the lowest- 
rated player to win a tour event 
this year. He was a wild card 
entrant there as well. 


Arsenal were again guided by 
Stewart Houston, acting manager 
until the London club are able to 
confirm the signing of French 
coach Arsene Wenger, who is cur- 
rently with Japanese club Nagoya 
Grampus EighL 

But they were unable to redis- 
cover the impressive form they dis- 
played in their season-opening 2-0 
win over west ham on Saturday. 

It was the 32nd straight year 
that Liverpool have won their 
opening home match ofthe season. 
The game was watched by a crowd 
of 38,103. 
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Sons of Olympic 
Cham)^iis 

SYDNEY I AFP) - The sons of 
three former Olympic champions 
will he bidding for medals at the 
IAAF World Junior Athletic 
Championships, which get under- 
way here Wednesday. 

German Danny Ecker, the son 
of 1972 Munich long jump gold 
■medallist Heide Rosendaht, leads 
the junior pole vault rankings with 
5.52 meters. 

Hungarian decalhlete Attiia 
Zsivotsy is the son of Gyula 
Zsi voisky, who followed silver 
medals in the hammer throw at the 
I960 Rome and 1964 Tokyo 
Games with the gold medal at 
Mexico City in 1968. 

Cuban high jumper Alberto 
Juantorena will follow his illustri- 
ous namesake father, who in 1976 
in Montreal achieved the historic 
400m.-8d0m double. 

Juantorena senior had been in- 
vited as guest of honor at the 20th 
memorial Van Damme meeting in 
Brussels on Friday, but declined 
saying,"! wish to be with my son 
for his major international compe- 
tition in Sydney." 


Pakistan Warm Up with Victory 


CHELMSFORD, ENGLAND 
(AP) - Pakistan got the perfect 
warm-up for the third test a gains t 
England when they easily defeated 
Essex by 271 runs at Chelmsford 
on Monday. 

The Tourists, who go into die 
final test ai the oval with a 1-0 
series lead, were guided to victory 
by the hostility of paceman Waqar 
Younisand the guile of off-spinner 
Saqlain Mushtaq. 

After being set a target of 390, 
Essex, for whom captain Paul 
Pritchard was unable to bat be- 
cause of a migraine, were routed - 
for 1 18 in their second innings. 

The last eight wickets crashed 
for just 32 runs in 14 overs. 

Waqar claimed four for 26 to 
return match figures ofnine for 68, 
while Saqlain finished with five for 
34 for a haul ofnine for 81. 

Opener Darren Robinson, with 
his . second half-century of the’ 
game, was the only Essex player to 
put up much of a fight. 

He collected eight boundaries 
while making 55 before putting up 
a simple return catch to Saqlain. 

Robinson had shared in a half- 
century stand with Jonathan Lewis 


for the second wicket but once that 
partnership was broken . Essex, 
.who fielded several inexperienced 
players, were simply ' brushed 
aside. ’ "-J"" 
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Arab, Japanese Buyers Dominate 
Deauville Thoroughbred Auctions 


DEAUVILLE, FRANCE (AFP) - 
Arab and Japanese buyers have 
dominated sales of yearling thor- 
oughbreds, accounting for some 30 
percent of the proceeds, which 
were significantly up on Iasi year, 
one ofthe auction's organizers said 
Monday. 

Both Arab and Japanese buyers 
paid out roughly 15 percent of a 
total $12.4 million on Saturday and 
Sunday at the yearling sales which 
continue until Thursday in this 
coastal resort in Northern France. 

The largest check was written 
on Sunday, when Japanese busi- 


nessman Kunio Nihonyanagi 
signed away $700,000 for a year- 
ling colt from the leading stallion 
Sire Nureyev. 

Fifteen minutes larer Sheik' Mo- 
hammed Maktoum from -Dubai 
paid a further 3.5 million Francs to 
become the proud owner of a colt 
from Sire Alzao. 

The colts were sold by two pres- 
tigious Normandy establishments, 
the Mezeray and Etreham Studs. 

Philippe Augier, president and 
director general of the French 
agency for thoroughbred sales, 
said he had feared the worst as the 
sales got off to a slow start. 


However, referring to an upturn 
in the market, which has been rela- 
tively stagnant for the past five 
years, he said the weekend's sales 
overall were "clearly positive." 

Turnover was six percent up by 
comparison with equivalent sales 
last year, while the average price of 
$002,000 per horse was approxi- 
mately 15 percent up, he said. 

The sales, which are generally a 
fairly accurate barometer of the 
market in France, soared on Sun- 
day, although activity was paltry 
by comparison with 1985 results, 
when a yearling fetched $1.8 mil- 
lion. 
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